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Examples of Carthaginian pottery: Figurines, masks and faces
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Abstract:

Pottery played a significant role in the daily and economic life of Carthage, as all vessels were
made from this material. Potters met the various needs of their community, from utilitarian vessels for
household use or those to take with them to their graves upon death, to large jars for preserving and
transporting liquid and solid materials, or for funerary and religious use. In addition to these vessels,
artisans excelled in creating artistic forms, which may have served religious purposes or simply to
please the viewer. Among the artifacts left behind by archaeological remains in various Carthaginian
cities are small statues, masks, and various pottery faces influenced by the Mediterranean
civilizations that were contemporary with Carthage. Despite their strange shapes at times or their
ugliness at other times, they highlighted the creativity and innovation of Punic craftsman in crafting
pottery that aligned with the beliefs and desires of their customers.
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