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Readings into the symbolism of some images of Algerian women
through Algerian rock art
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Abstract:

It is no secret to the historian who researches the issue of "woman" that the textual dilemmas
he encounters when he wants to rebuild the image of women through the ages, so when the
archaeological remains and classical texts showed that women had a place in the midst of ancient
societies, from time immemorial, just like, men Where she practiced several functions in society, such
as the social frameworks that she set for herself first, and then the systems that were defined by men
second. The image of women in ancient societies is usually measured through religious and
ideological symbolism and traditions, when studies entered the fields of comparison between the
classical texts adopted by the European school in building an image Women, these abbreviated the
question of her status, the answer to the question posed by female historians, "What was the woman
doing when the man was making history (Sara Pomeroy, « selected bibliography on women in
antiquity, 1973 »)" and it is the same feeling that we had, so that there are typical images that exist
for Algerian women throughout the ages, especially In the field of rock art.
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! _Les documents sont de deux genres : les uns sont de caractére artistique ou cultuel. Ce sont de
beaucoup les plus nombreux, mais leur signification est d'ordre symbolique, c'est a dire qu'elle nous
renseigne plutdt sur I'imaginaire collectif des groupes humains que sur leur vie quotidienne et
sociale ». In : Cauvin Jacques. 1985, « La question du matriarcat préhistorique et le réle de la femme
dans la préhistoire ». In: La femme dans le monde méditerranéen. I. Antiquité. pp. 7-18
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® -Chevalier Jean et Gheerbrant Alain 1982. Dictionnaire des symboles : Mythes, Réves, Coutumes,
Gestes, Formes, Figures, Couleurs et Nombres. Robert Laffont et Jupiter éditions, Paris, p.988.

® - Chevalier Jean et Gheerbrant Alain, ibid, pp.883-884.

8 _Herodote. 1980.Les Histoires. Traduction, Pierre Henri Larcher, la découverte, Paris, p.254.

® -Hachid Malika. 2000.Les premiers Berbéres entre Méditerranée, Tassili et Nil. Ina-Yas, Edisud,
Aix-en Provence, pp.299 et 300.

19°_ Grébénart Danilo. 1994.Le tombeau d'Abalessa (Hoggar, Algérie). In: Antiquités africaines, 30,.
pp. 261-270.

1 _ Grébénart Danilo, ibid, p.263.

12 _ Chamla (M. -Cl.), 1968.Les populations anciennes du Sahara et des régions limitrophes. Etude des
restes osseux humains néolithiques et protohistoriques, Mém. du CRAPE, Alger, 246 p

13 _Herodote.Op.cit, p.253.
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15 _ Gabriel Camps. 1985.Pour une lecture naive d’Hérodote. Les récits libyens (IV. 168-199), Storia

della Storiografia, 7, p.51-52
16 _Hachid Malika. 2000.0p.cit, pp.34 et 35.
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