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Abstract:  

This article seeks to introduce a critical literary approach that emerged in Britain during the 1970s 

and 1980s and was influenced by the social and cultural changes in post-war Britain. It came as a reaction 

against the humanist and conservative reading of literary texts, which considered texts to have eternal and 

universal meanings. Hence the emergence of cultural materialism, which argued that texts are products of 

specific historical and cultural contexts and the circumstances accompanying them. Cultural materialism, 

a branch of cultural studies at its core, is a critical literary approach that draws aspects of its critique from 

Marxist criticism, structuralism, and post-structuralism. Cultural materialism has not found its way into 

Arabic literary criticism, and mentions of it have been merely nominal. 
This article focuses on the writings of early cultural materialism pioneers such as Jonathan 

Dollimore and Alan Sinfield, and the theory's primary exponent, Raymond Williams. It investigates its 

concept and the origin of its term, and its most significant critical concepts, in order to better grasp how it 

functions, with the intention to apply it to future Arabic literary texts. 
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