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Scientific and sectarian life of the era of Sufyan al-Thawri
and his jurisprudential views on prayer
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Abstract:

Sufyan al-Thawri is considered one of the most prominent imams of jurisprudence in the
second century AH. He was among the first to establish independent jurisprudential principles in the
sciences of Hadith and Figh, playing a key role in laying the foundations for dealing with the
prophetic traditions and Islamic law. Additionally, he worked on solidifying the principles of
interpretation and jurisprudence in many contemporary issues of his time. He opposed blind imitation
of scholars' opinions and emphasized the importance of returning to the original texts, relying on
evidence from the Quran and the Sunnah. Through this historical study and our use of an inductive
approach, we will explore the impact of his scholarly and doctrinal life on the formation of Sufyan al-
Thawri's doctrinal orientation, which led him to establish a jurisprudential school that initially
gained widespread acceptance before fading over time. We will present some of his jurisprudential
opinions on prayer, and through a comparative approach, we will examine how they align or differ
from other jurisprudential schools, ultimately concluding that all of his opinions aimed at alleviating
the burden on people and avoiding making matters too difficult for them
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