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The role of academic conferences in strengthening relations between Arab
and African universities (A field study from the point of view of academic staff
in Arab and African universities 2021)
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Abstract:

The study aims to identify the role of academic conferences in strengthening relations between
Arab and African universities, it also aimed to identify the obstacles that hinder benefiting from these
conferences in strengthening relations between these universities. Moreover, the study aims at
recognizing the statistically significant differences in the average grades of the study sample in the
role of academic conferences in strengthening relations among Arab and African universities, which
are attributed to the study variables: (gender, participation in conferences, and the continent to which
the sample members belong). The study was conducted during the academic year 2020/2021, and to
achieve the objectives of the study, the descriptive analytical method was used, and the questionnaire
was used as a tool for the study. The study sample consisted of (174) Arab and African university
professors in the continents of Africa and Asia, they were selected in a simple random way through an
electronically distributed the questionnaire.

To treat the data statistically, the researchers used the Statistical Packages for Social Sciences
(SPSS) program. Among the most important results of the study: The role of academic conferences in
strengthening relations between Arab and African universities is achieved with an arithmetic mean of
2.77 with an estimated score. There are obvious obstacles hinder benefiting from academic
conferences in strengthening relations between Arab and African universities with an arithmetic mean
of 2.41 and with a high estimated score. There are no statistically significant differences between the
average scores of the study sample in the obstacles to benefiting from academic conferences in
strengthening relations between Arab and African universities due to the two variables: (type,
participation in conferences). Nevertheless, there are statistically significant differences between the
average scores of the study sample in obstacles to benefiting from academic conferences in
strengthening relations between Arab and African universities is attributed to the continent's variable
in favor of Asia.

Among the most important recommendations that came out of the study: the need to pay
attention to strengthening relations between universities locally and internationally through holding
and sponsoring academic conferences in universities.
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