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Abstract:

This article aims at giving an overall view about the standpoint of the German
philosopher Martin Heidegger and the French novelist and thinker Albert Camus concerning
ontology in its practical relation to ethics, especially its relation to the notions of freedom and
human dwelling on earth. For both Heidegger and Camus, ontology must be understood as
intrinsically bound to practical philosophy, always “engaged” and essentially “ethical”.
According to Heidegger, the distinction between ontology and ethics is artificial invented “for
the first time in the platonic school” by the “academicians”. One’s right knowledge of
“ontology” is never “theoretical”, but crucially incites one to will and act.
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