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Abstract:

Si M'hamed Ben RAHAI (1856-1928) from Nadrouma is considered a bicultural and
bilingual Algerian elite. He was raised in a Murabitic family (Darquaouia way) and he is
regarded as link between the knights and some Algerian notables in the late 19" century and
with the Algerian elites in beginning of the 20™ century in which his name was associated with
the group of prince Khaled the grandson of Emir Abd-el-Kader. Ben RAHAL grew in the
ancient city of Nadrouma and he opposed the civil regime (which limited the authority of the
notables and their influence) along with gallicization, nationalization, compulsory deputization
and he fought for the cancelation of the Indigina law. Ben RAHAL requested to represent
Algerians in the congress and the French National Assembly, and he was elected as a
municipality councilor in the municipality of Nadrouma and a financial representative in Oran.
This man also participated in the first Algerian delegation that travelled to Paris in the
beginning of the 20™ century in which he presented the citizens’ demands. He also took part of
other delegations and he spoke in front of Jule FERRY committee in the 1892. Si M'hamed Ben
RAHAI lived in an era in which the local culture was fighting to survive, and the Algerian elite
community was so limited and divided into a Gallicized modern elite and an Islamic,
traditional conservative elite.

This last necessitated the emergence of a unifying movement to unify the Algerian
cultural scene. Si M’hamed Ben RAHAI saw education as a key for the Algerian renaissance
and he released the importance of educating Algerians and consequently worked to repair the
educational system via increasing the budget allocated for it. He also asked the French
authorities to give Algerians access to French education along with providing support to the
existing Arab system and he called for inclusivity through his fight to educate girls.

It is also worth mentioning that Si M’hamed Ben RAHAI was proud of his Arab Islamic
roots and a lot of his writings are found in news papers like: El-Ekdam, El-Haq and El-
Takadum. He also lectured in a lot of clubs and associations like Rashidiya and the Young
Algerians Club in Telemcen.

Keywords:

Algerian renaissance, Education, Notables, Algerian Elite, Culture, Associations and
Clubs, Traditional conservative elite.
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- Charles —Robert AGERON (1979), « M'HAMED BEN RAHAL une conscience inquiéte dans

une Algérie en mutation», in— CH .A JULIEN , Magali Morsy ,et autres , LES AFRICAINES,
Paris ,Ed Jeune Afrique, T: VIII, p: 318.
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®_. AGERON, op. cit, p:319.
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® - MAHFOUD KADDACHE, HISTOIRE DU NATIONALISME ALGERIE, 1993, 2 ™™
Edition, Alger, ENAL, T1, p: 74.
-AGERON ¢ op.cit, pp: 320-322.

- Achour CHEURFI, Mémoire algérienne, Dictionnaire biographique, 1996, Alger, Ed Dahleb,
p:186.
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-« Le Soudan au XVI° siecle. Trad. De l'original arabe par Ben
Rahal» , in Bulletin de la société de géographie de la province d'Oran;
puis: bulletin de la société de géographie et d'archéologie d'Oran
(B.S.G.O.)¢ pp: 320 -331.
79 ipa i6: g cdaadi o BB il jadf A gl il dans sl il —
® - M’HAMED BEN RAHAL, 1901, « L’opinion d’un musulman sur I’avenir de I’Islam

»,in REVUE DES QUESTIONS DIPLOMATIQUE COLONIALES, N° 12, nov 1901
° - M’"HAMED BEN RAHAL (1889 ), « A TRAVERRS LES BENI SNASSEN», BSGO,
ORAN, pp: 1- 50 + une carte.
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- Abdelkader DJEGHLOUL, (1977), « M'HAMED BEN RAHAL ET LA QUESTION DES
INSTRUCTION DES ALGERIENS (1856- 1925) , Majallat ETTARIKH, CNEH , Alger, N° 4,
pp: op. cit, pp:53- 54.

"' _M’HAMED BEN RAHAL, « L opinion....», op cit.
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- Pierre EDMOND (1921) ,«AUX DELEGATION FINANCIERES Apprenez le Coran aux

Indigénes demande M .BEN RAHAL», Echo d 'Alger, 10 ° Année, N: 3371, le: 18/6/1921, pp : 2-3
3 _ AGERON, op.cit, p: 331.
“_Ibid, p: 334.
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- AGERON, op. cit, p : 322.
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- Gilbert GRANDGUILLAUME (2006), « Si M'hamed Ben Rahal :modernité et tradition » in 1V
Colloque National sur I'histoire de NEDROMA et sa Région , Association EL — Mouahidia ,
L'Histoire de Nédroma et ses environs Saints , Savants et Personnalités, Oran , p: 10.
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- Claude COLLOT, Le MOUVEMENT NATIONAL ALGERIEN, Textes 1912- 195 ,1978, Ed
L'Harmattan, Paris, pp: 23- 24.
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21 _ CONSEIL GENERAL D' ORAN, PROCES VERBAUX DES DELIBERATIONS, 1905 ,
SESSION ORDINAIRE D 'AVRIL 1904, ORAN, IMPRIMERIE D . HEINTZ, p: 7.
22 _Op.cit. p: 169- 170.
2 _ AGERON, op, cit, p: 331.

2 _ |bid, pp: 332-334.
% _ |bid, pp: 336 - 337.
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COLLOT, op. cit, pp: 23- 24.
2 _ AGERON, op. cit, pp: 332 -334.
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31 _ROZET, 1833, Voyage dans le Régence D’Alger, ou description du pays occupé par I’armée
Francaises en Afrique, Paris, Arthus Bertrand, T2, pp: 73-86.
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- Genty De Bussy, DE L'ETABLISSEMENT DES FRANCAIS DANS LA REGENCE
D’ALGER ET DES MOYENS D’EN ASSURER LA PROSPERITE, SUIVI DE PIECES
JUSTIFICATIVES, 1839, 25™™ Ed, paris, T2, p: 199-201.
Cf. YVOUNE TURIN, Affrontements culturels dans I’Algérie Coloniale, école, médicine, religion
1830-1880, 1971, Paris_Francois Maspero Libraires, p: 86.
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* _ DJEGHLOUL, op. cit, p: 73.
% _C-R. AGERON, (1961 ) « JULES FERRY ET LA QUESTION ALGERIENNE EN 1892[

D'aprés quelques inédits] » ,REVUE D'HISTOIRE MODERNE ET CONTEMPORAINE , P.U,F,
Paris , France, p:141.
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- C-R. AGERON, « JULES FERRY ET LA QUESTION ALGERIENNE ....», op.cit,
pp: 129- 131.
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*' . DIJEGHLOUL, op. cit, pp: 63-65.
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- Abdelkader DJEGHLOUL, S| M’"HAMED BEN RAHAL ET LA QUESTION DE
L’INSTRUCTION DES ALGERIENS: 3 DOCUMENTS (1887-1892-1921 ), 1982, Oran, Centre
de Documentation des Sciences Humaines, université d'Oran, 33p.
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- SENAT COMMISSION D'ETUDE DES QUESTIONS ALGERIENNES , DEPOSITIONS DU 1%
MAI AU 20 juillet 1891 , 1891 , Paris , MOUILLOT IMPRIMEUR DU SENAT , Palais de
Luxemburg , pp:285- 286, 291.
- Cf: DJEGHLOUL, op. cit, pp: 63-65.
“_SENAT COMMISSION D'ETUDE DES QUESTIONS ALGERIENNES, Op, cit, pp:285- 286,
291.
* _ DJEGHLOUL, op. cit, pp: 72, 91-92 , 96.
“ _lbid , p: 79.
" Pierre EDMOND, op.cit.
* _DJEGHLOUL , op. cit, p: 78
“_Ibid , pp : 69-71.
*_ bid, op. cit , pp: 65-72.

1856&&1’/\;4,“9«&” 2944 JBJ O daae £2003_2002 %Ml;j\ 3 c)s:\jx\ 2_1:1).\.;4 -
astall Al ae yad dadls ¢ gualedl s Epaall gl 8 stealdl saled Jail 5 S 7928 —
188 _178 e e c)ﬁ\);j\ cz\_'xeﬁ.mﬁ ¢ @L}“

'~ AGERON, op.cit. , pp : 325 — 326 .

>2_ Pierre EDMOND , op. cit, pp : 2-3
> Ibid, pp:2-3.
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- Achour CHEURFI , Mémoire algérienne , Dictionnaire biographique , 1996,
Alger, Ed Dahleb, 899 p.

- COLLOT Claude, Le MOUVEMENT NATIONAL ALGERIEN , Textes 1912-
1954, 1978, Paris, Ed L'Harmattan, Paris, 347p.

- CONSEIL GENERAL D' ORAN , PROCES VERBAUX DES
DELIBERATIONS, 1905, SESSION ORDINAIRE D 'AVRIL 1904, ORAN,
IMPRIMERIE D . HEINTZ.

- DJEGHLOUL Abdelkader, SI M’HAMED BEN RAHAL ET LA QUESTION
DE L’INSTRUCTION DES ALGERIENS: 3 DOCUMENTS (1887-1892-1921 ),
1982,0ran,Centre de Documentation des Sciences Humaines, université d'Oran, 33p.

- De Bussy Genty, DE L'ETABLISSEMENT DES FRANCAIS DANS LA
REGENCE D’ALGER ET DES MOYENS D’EN ASSURER LA PROSPERITE,
SUIVI DE PIECES JUSTIFICATIVES, 1839, 2°™™ Edition, paris, T2, 496p.

- KADDACHE MAHFOUD, HISTOIRE DU NATIONALISME ALGERIEN |,
(1993), 2 ™ Edition , Alger, ENAL, T 1, 525 p.

- ROZET, Voyage dans le Régence D’Alger, ou description du pays occupé par
’armée, Francgaises en Afrique, (1833) Arthus Bertrand, Paris, vol2: 326.

- SENAT COMMISSION D'ETUDE DES QUESTIONS ALGERIENNES,
DEPOSITIONS DU 1 MAI AU 20 juillet 1891, ( 1891) , Paris, MOUILLOT
IMPRIMEUR DU SENAT, Palais de Luxemburg, 373 p.

-TURLIN YVOUNE, Affrontements culturels dans I’Algérie Colonial, école,
médicine, religion 1830-1880, (1971), Paris, Francois Maspero Libraires, 434p +
Tableau des Zaouras.
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- AGERON Charles —Robert (1979), « M"HAMED BEN RAHAL une conscience
inquiéte dans une Algérie en mutation», in JULIEN CH André, Magali Morsy ,et
autres ,LES AFRICAINES , Paris ,Ed Jeune Afrique, T : VIII, p : 318.

- AGERON . C-R. (AGERON) , « JULES FERRY ET LA QUESTION
ALGERIENNE EN 1892[ D'aprés quelques inédits] », REVUE D'HISTOIRE
MODERNE ET CONTEMPORAINE , P.U,F, France, 1961, pp : 127- 146.

- DJEGHLOUL Abdelkader, (1977), « M’'THAMED BEN RAHAL ET LA
QUESTION DES INSTRUCTION DES ALGERIENS (1856- 1925), Majallat
ETTARIKH, CNEH , Alger, N° 4, pp: 45 -100.

- EDMOND Pierre, (1921), «AUX DELEGATION FINANCIERES Apprenez le
Coran aux Indigenes demande M .BEN RAHAL» , Echo d 'Alger, 10 ° Année, N
:3371, le : 18/6/1921.

- GRANDGUILLAUME Gilbert (2006), « Si M'hamed Ben Rahal :modernité et
tradition » in 1V Colloque National sur I'histoire de NEDROMA et sa Région
Association EL — Mouahidia , L'Histoire de Nédroma et ses environs Saints |,
Savants et Personnalités, Oran. pp:9-17.
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