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Reproduction of religious authority in Algeria,

the case of Azzaba system as an example
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Abstract :

The Azzaba system in the M’zab Valley represents a social structure that enjoys
historical legitimacy and bearing the character of consensus. In this paper we're
trying to uncover the intellectual and social structure of this system and how it could
be changed from an educational cycle to a social system in order to establish a
religious authority that contributes to its reproduction. Our methodological plan
began with the clarification of the concept of reproduction in the sociological
heritage, and the definition of the concept of religious authority in language and
terminology.

Then, we dealt with the founding circumstances of the episode of Azzaba and the
socio-intellectual features of it, in terms of originality, progress, engagement rules,
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tasks and organizations that are included under its cover. After that, we talked about
the intellectual and social pillars for this system and how it contributed to the
reproduction of the religious authority in the Mzab Valley, stating the mechanisms
helping to do that. Ending with the social challenges that the Azzaba system faces, in
terms of being crisis indicators, or a social model in transition.

Key words: religious referance, Azzaba system, M'zab, reproduction.
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