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Colonialism; a critical reading of Toukville’s views and the colonization
of Algeria.
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Abstract:

This article aims to provide a
critical reading of the positions of
the French thinker and politician
Alexis de Tocqueville regarding
French colonialism in Algeria,
through an analysis of his writings
within  their  sociological and
political context. The study begins
by defining key concepts such as
colonialism, socialization, and elite,
in order to highlight the intellectual
background that shaped
Tocqueville’s views and attitudes. It
adopts a critical analytical approach
based on his texts related to Algeria,
particularly his letters and reports
between 1837 and 1847.
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The  study  shows  that
Tocqueville, despite his reputation
as a theorist of democracy, was one
of the supporters of the French
colonial project. He provided
practical  recommendations  to
establish  domination, including
advocating total war, the destruction
of economic and social structures,
and the promotion of settlement and
exclusion policies. He also justified
the use of violence and massacres
against indigenous populations,
considering colonial expansion a
necessity to preserve France’s
international standing.

The study concludes that there is
a fundamental contradiction in
Tocqueville’s thought between his
defense of the principles of freedom
and democracy on the one hand, and
his support for repressive and racist
colonial policies on the other, which
positions him as one of the most
prominent theorists of colonial
ideology in the nineteenth century.

Keywords: Colonialism, Elite,
Socialization.
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