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The Mechanism of Storytelling in "Wahy al-Qalam”

Essays: A Study on the Intertwining Boundaries Between
Essay and Short Story

Abstract This study examines the manifestations of narrative storytelling
in the essays of Wahy al-Qalam (The Inspiration of the Pen) by Mustafa
Sadiq Al-Rafi‘i through a critical approach that explores the nature of the
relationship between the literary essay and the techniques of the short story.
The study is based on the premise that modern literary genres are no longer
defined by fixed boundaries; rather, they have become overlapping spaces in
which styles and expressive structures interact.

The study seeks to reveal how Al-Rafi‘i employed narrative mechanisms
within the essayistic text by drawing on narrative elements such as plot
construction, characterization, the use of time and place, as well as dialogue
and description. The analysis demonstrates that the essays of Wahy al-
Qalam transcend the contemplative nature of the traditional essay and create
a textual structure that combines thought and storytelling, whereby the
central idea is transformed into a narrative axis around which situations,
characters, and meanings are formed.

The study concludes that the overlap between the essay and the short
story in Al-Rafii’s literary experience constitutes an artistic choice that has
contributed to enriching Arabic prose and enhancing the essay’s capacity for
both aesthetic and intellectual expression through the integration of

reflection and narration.
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