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Abstract: In this research paper, titled “Representations of Oppression
and Resistance in the Novels *The Shell*—*The Diary of a Peeping Tom™ by

syl gl *
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Mustafa Khalifa and *The Trial* by Franz Kafka : A Thematic Study,” we
examine the themes of oppression and resistance and their manifestations in
the two texts. We have observed the forms of tyranny and oppression present
in prisons and the systems governing corrupt bureaucratic societies, where
all means—including legal and illegal ones—are employed. We also explore
how the two novelists seek to create an imagined narrative environment
resembling that found in detention centers and courtrooms, which are
portrayed as legal bodies co-opted by authoritarian forces. The expected
responses from these oppressed classes then emerge in the form of rebellion
and resistance. The events of the two texts are narrated through the
testimonies of the protagonist characters. Narrative elements—such as
setting, time, characters, and literary imagination—are employed as required
by the theme to convey its intensity and to achieve the desired impact on the

reader.

Key words: oppression — resistance — creative imagination — narrative —

thematic analysis.
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