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Manifestations of Female Marginalization in the
Contemporary Algerian Novel: Maissa Bey’s “That Girl” as a
Case Study
Abstract

This study examines the manifestations of female marginalization in
Maissa Bey’s novel That Girl (Cette fille-la, 2001), analyzing its narrative
structure and deconstructing the mechanisms of violence and exclusion in its
nine characters. Adopting a feminist narrative approach drawing on Pierre
Bourdieu’s ‘symbolic violence’, Gayatri Spivak’s ‘subaltern’, and Simone de
Beauvoir’s ‘the Other’, the study concludes that marginalization is an
integrated system where patriarchy intersects with women’s complicity, the
female body becomes a material archive of violence, religious and national
discourses are weaponized for exclusion, and the hospice space becomes the
final station where victim and transgressor are equally humiliated. It further
concludes that the narrative structure reproduces the subaltern paradox, and
that resistance remains possible only through the act of writing and

witnessing.
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