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The symbolism of the snake in Algerian folktales: An
"anthropological approach to the tale of "Loulja Bint Amou

Abstract: This article explores the relationship between humans and
animal symbolism in the collective consciousness through an
anthropological analysis of the folktale Loulja Bent Omou, one of the
narratives that reflects the profound symbolism of the serpent in folk
tradition. It is based on the assumption that the serpent is not merely a
mythical creature or an element of fear in folklore, but rather a
multidimensional symbolic construct representing destruction, life, death,
sin, and redemption.

Through this anthropological approach, the study seeks to uncover
the roots of this symbolism in ancient beliefs. It also demonstrates how the
image of the serpent is reinterpreted in the folktale to embody the forces of
nature, threatened motherhood, and dual femininity.

Furthermore, the article examines the social and psychological
functions of this symbol within the popular imagination, where it expresses
human anxieties and the relationship between humans, the surrounding
world, and the sacred. Thus, the tale of Lou]ja Bent Omou offers a symbolic
model that reveals the continuity of ancient symbols within folk culture and
underscores the significance of animal symbolism in understanding the deep

structure of human culture.

Key words: The symbol, the snake, anthropology.
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