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The Image of the Other in the Society of the Taifa Kingdoms: The
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Abstract:

This study examines the manifestations of the Other in the poetry of Ibn
al-Haddad al-Andalusi, who lived in a multi-religious and multi-ethnic
society. In this society, minorities enjoyed political, cultural, economic, and
social roles guaranteed by the nature of Andalusian society and its ruling
system. These minorities found a margin of agency through which they
interacted with other components of Andalusian society, especially its solid
core, by which we mean the Arab-Islamic majority. The very nature of this
society and the history of its formation compelled that majority to live in
permanent interaction with these minorities, particularly the religious
minorities, Christians and Jews. During many phases of Andalusian history,
these minorities did not live merely on the margins under the centrality of
Arab-Islamic rule. On the contrary, they often played important roles.

Key words: the Other; minorities; Andalusian society; Ibn al-Haddad al-

Andalusi; coexistence.
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