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Abstract:

This ethnographic study investigates faunal symbolism within funerary
laments in the Kabylie region (Tizi Ouzou province). Based on firsthand
fieldwork documenting death rituals from the initial wake to burial, the
paper deciphers the coded imagery embedded in these oral poems. Shaped
by the local ecology, these chants provide the community with a coherent
framework for conceptualizing death and the afterlife. Ultimately, the
research examines how specific faunal figures—such as birds, sheep, and
serpents—convey complex sociocultural meanings and existential
dimensions, reflecting local eschatological views.

Keywords:

Keywords: Symbolism; Faunal Imagery; Funerary Laments; Ritual Chants;
Death.
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