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From Imagining Reality to the Reality of the Imagined: A
Reading of the Narrative Structure in "Ezzeddine Jlaouji"

Abstract Starting from the central problematic of how the "lived reality”
is transformed into an "imagined reality" that acquires its own aesthetic
autonomy and critical function, we will take into account the narrative
devices mobilized in the narrative and dramatic works of the Algerian writer
Ezzeddine Jlaouji. We will not limit ourselves to the classical proposition
regarding the relationship between literature and reality, but we will consider
Jlaouji's novels as semiotic systems that reproduce history and the present by
experimentation and the disturbance of the horizon of expectation. This
question can be approached from a narratologically structuralist perspective,
particularly from Gérard Genette's concepts of time and form and Philippe

Hamon's semiotic approach to the analysis of character as a sign.
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The paper is centered around the close-analysis of the two samples,
perhaps the most interesting of Al—‘Ishq al-Mugaddas and the masrUdiyya
Al-Aqni<a al-MuthaqUba. The conclusion of the paper focuses on the fact

that the key innovations proved to be: the conceptual dismantling of time of
its chronology, the re-orientation of history from the past and modernity,

bringing together the two to make a critical paradox that exposes the faults of

reality, the invention of a hybrid narrative form (the masrl_ldiyya) that
combines narrative with drama and increases the plurality of voices and the
dialogic function. Rather than characterization, setting, plot, or an
independent story, he presents the fictional actor's semiotic signs as masks
that articulate the systems of power and corruption and the fragmented
subjectivity.

In doing so, the paper concludes, rather than being simply an aesthetic
play with language and narrative, Jlaouji's overturning of the relationship
between the 'imagining of reality' and the 'reality of the imagined' is a
deliberate act of resistance, to forge a fragmented Algerian identity by

creating its own discourse and testing its limits.

Key words: narrative structure; Ezzeddine Jlaouji; al-masrﬁdiyya;

semiotics of character; historic imagination.
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