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Title Reception Theory between Critical Foundations and
Mechanisms of Application: A Study of Amal Dunqul’s

Poem “Do Not Reconcile”

Abstract :This study applies Reception Theory, developed by
Hans Robert Jauss and Wolfgang Iser, to Amal Dunqul’s
poem “Do Not Reconcile. ”It explores how meaning is co-
produced through reader—text interaction. The analysis
highlights key concepts such as the horizon of expectations,
textual gaps, and aesthetic distance. Findings show that the
poem encourages active interpretation through open
symbolic structures. These structures allow multiple readings
shaped by cultural and historical contexts. Meaning emerges
dynamically from the relationship between text and audience

rather than being fixed. The study concludes that Reception
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Theory effectively explains the evolving interpretation of

modern Arabic poetry

Key words: Reception Theory; Horizon of Expectations;
Aesthetic Distance; Resistance Discourse
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