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An Argumentative and Rhetorical Approach to Umayyad
Political Discourse : The Oration of Al-Hajjaj ibn Yusuf al-
Thagqafi as a Case Study.

Abstract: This research paper aims to explore the manifestations of
argumentation in Umayyad political discourse, due to its significance in the
field of ancient literary studies. Since rhetoric has ancient origins and has
flourished throughout history, it is a domain that focuses on influence and
persuasion. Additionally, it is fundamentally linked to the unified objective
that the speaker seeks to highlight and address, as well as to their serious and
effective language. The art of rhetoric is closely associated with
argumentation, and political discourse relies on a set of persuasive
argumentative mechanisms that enable the speaker to achieve their
objectives and aims, which range from delivering the speech to
accomplishing its ultimate goal : swaying the audience and influencing their
emotions and thoughts.

Keywords : Argumentation, political discourse, mechanisms, pragmatics,

persuasion, Discourse analysis.
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