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Abstract : This study investigates manifestations of functional
awareness in the Arabic linguistic tradition through an
analysis of the first volume of Al-Khasa'is by Ibn Jinni. It is
based on the assumption that early Arab linguists did not
merely provide formal descriptions of linguistic structures
but also viewed language as a system serving semantic,
communicative, and educational functions. The study adopts
a descriptive-analytical approach, examining selected texts in
the light of insights drawn from modern functional
linguistics. The findings reveal several forms of functional
thinking in Ibn Jinni’s analysis at the phonological,
morphological, and syntactic levels. These include attention
to language use, economy of effort, the role of the speaker,
the relationship between form and meaning, and the priority
of communicative function in explaining linguistic
phenomena. The study concludes that Al-Khasa'is constitutes
significant evidence of an early functional awareness within
the Arabic linguistic tradition, although this awareness did
not develop into a fully articulated functional linguistic

theory in the modern sense.

Keywords: Function, Functional Awareness, Ibn Jinni, Al-Khasa'is,

Functional Linguistics, Phonology, Arabic Morphology, Arabic Syntax.
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