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Alfred Beeston's linguistic efforts in the study of South
Arabian

Abstract: This research examines the linguistic efforts spanning over

sixty years by one of the most important scholars of South Arabian languages
( Musnad language ), the renowned British Orientalist Alfred Beeston.
Beeston was a polymath, specializing in South Arabian languages in addition
to Classical Arabic, of which he was a professor at Oxford University. He
also possessed extensive knowledge of other Semitic languages. His linguistic
endeavors in the study of South Arabian languages encompassed the analysis
of its inscriptions, grammar, and lexicon. His writings ranged from books
and articles to research papers addressing its phonological, grammatical,
morphological, semantic, and orthographic aspects. His writings were
distinguished by their depth and precision in analysis, discussion, and
critique. Many of his studies are short and focused. His efforts in the study of
South Arabian, particularly his works on its grammar, are considered
indispensable for any scholar, especially his book "The Grammar of
Sabaean," which is his last major work. He was also one of the most
important authors of the Sabaean dictionary. This research aimed to
highlight his linguistic efforts in studying South Arabian at the level of
studying inscriptions, codification, and lexicographical composition, and it

came out with several results recorded at the end of the research.

Keywords: inscriptions, dictionary, Sabaean, rules, southern.
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