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The Semantic Developments of the Qur'anic Term between

the Meccan and the Medina —Selected examples-

Abstract: This study addresses an important phenomenon in the Holy

Qur'an, namely the semantic development found in both the Meccan and
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Medinan verses of the noble Qur'an. It proceeds from a central problem:
how does the meaning of a given Qur'anic term shift between its Meccan
usage and its later Medinan usage? Accordingly, the aim of this study is to
draw on semantic analysis to trace the meanings of certain Qur'anic terms as

they appear across both Meccan and Medinan verses.

The study concludes that a single Qur'anic term, when used first in the
Meccan context and then in the Medinan one, undergoes development and
change in its meaning due to contextual and situational factors. This shift
takes several forms, the most prominent of which is semantic broadening.
Keywords: the Holy Quran; Meccan verses; Medinan verses;
semantic development.
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