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The Manifestations of Universal Human Concerns in
Algerian Youth Literature: (Let’s Dance the Tarantella and
Then Die) as a Case Study

Abstract: This research paper seeks to investigate youth writing at the
intersection of the local cultural dimension and global challenges through an
analysis of the narrative structures shaping contemporary youth discourse.
The study focuses on Abdel Moneim Ben Al-Sayeh’s novel (Let’s Dance the
Tarantella and Then Die) as a representative example. It proceeds from the
hypothesis that the novel embodies a model of youth literature capable of
transcending local boundaries toward universality while maintaining its

distinctive cultural identity.

The paper aims to demonstrate how Palestinian local cultural heritage is
employed as a framework for addressing universal human concerns such as
occupation, alienation, and resistance. This dynamic enables the narrative
discourse to move fluidly between the local and the global dimensions in a
distinctive aesthetic and thematic balance. The study concludes that the
novel succeeds in constructing a refined literary discourse that harmoniously
integrates cultural rootedness with a broad humanistic outlook.

Keywords: youth literature; a novel; cultural specificity; universal human

issues.
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