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The Arabic Language in Western Linguistics:
A Study of the Efforts and Achievements of Arab

Linguists between Rooting and Complementation
Abstract: The Arabic language has historically contributed to the
development of linguistic thought, and despite its diminished presence in
modern scientific contexts, it continues to play a role in contemporary
linguistics. This study examines the presence of Arabic in Western linguistic
discourse by analyzing key contributions of Arab linguists. Their efforts are
categorized into two types: rooting, which builds linguistic theory based on
Arabic heritage, and complementation, which engages critically with
Western theories. The findings suggest that Arabic remains a dynamic and
relevant linguistic source capable of enriching global linguistic research.

Key words: Arabic language; Western linguistics; Arab linguists; linguistic

theorization; rooting and complementation.
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