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The Necessity of ‘ IIm al-Ma ‘ ani for Studying the

Particles of Meaning

Abstract: Particles of meaning (hurl_lf al-ma anl) are a fundamental

component of Arabic discourse. They serve as the connectors that bind
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words together, ensuring coherence and clarifying meaning. Grammarians
have studied these particles extensively, some even devoting entire works to

them—an approach that largely explains their near absence from the field of

Tm al-Ma anl (the science of meanings) and rhetoric in general.

This paper discusses the need to integrate the study of these particles

within ‘Tlm al—Ma(E_InT, since this discipline deals with the verbal structure
of discourse and its role in achieving eloquence and aesthetic effect—
through declarative and interrogative forms, fronting and delaying,
definiteness and indefiniteness, mention and omission, and other such
devices. Because many of these expressive processes depend on a sound
understanding and correct use of the particles of meaning, the paper
proposes incorporating their study into the curriculum of this field in a way
consistent with its nature and aims.
Keywords: particles of meaning; Arabic grammar; (Ilm al—Ma(éli
(science of meanings); Sibawayh; al-Jurjani.
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