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Mohammed Akroun’s Contemporary Approaches to Reading the
Qur’an

Abstract: This study explores the epistemological and hermeneutic

foundations of Mohammed Arkoun’s critical approach to the Qur’anic text.
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Arkoun, a key figure in modern Islamic thought, employs a linguistic and
hermeneutical method influenced by Western theories of textual analysis.
The research investigates the effectiveness of this approach in producing
contemporary reading that moves beyond traditional interpretations and
their cumulative legacies. It also examines the methodological ambiguity of
Arkoun’s project—particularly his reliance on “displacement and
problematization”—and questions the extent to which it offers a clear
alternative to inherited modes of exegesis.
Keywords : Arkoun; Qur’an; linguistic method; hermeneutics;
epistemological critique
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