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Assertive Demonstrative Speech Acts in the Verses of

Legal Rulings: A Pragmatic approach
Abstract:

This study addresses an important phenomenon in the Holy Qur’an,
namely argumentative (evidential) acts in the verses of legal rulings,
examined in light of the pragmatic approach. The study investigates this
phenomenon through applied models that illustrate argumentative acts in
these verses and uncover their pragmatic dimensions, while clarifying the
implications of intentionality embedded in them. This is achieved by tracing
the realization of these acts through explanation and analysis from multiple
perspectives, with particular emphasis on the role of Qur’anic context
through which meaning becomes clear, as well as on the significant linguistic
elements that contribute to strengthening the realization of assertive speech
acts in pragmatic studies. The study arrives at several findings, the most
important of which is that argumentative assertive acts occur within a
descriptive, affirmative, and declarative context aimed at establishing and
confirming facts. In the verses of legal rulings, these acts appear in the
context of exposing the violations committed by the Israeli people, such as
injustice and treachery, as well as in responding to polytheist opponents by
presenting arguments that invalidate their corrupt beliefs. They also occur in
the context of describing the behavior of hypocrites, since hypocrisy is a
hidden trait that requires rational and logical evidence to uncover it.

Keywords: Pragmatics, speech acts, linguistics, proof, verses of rulings.
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