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Abstract:
This scholarly article scrutinizes Akila Maraji’s theatrical work, "The Old

Woman: God's Catacombs", positioning it as a seminal exemplar of Algerian
feminist theater while underscoring its engagement with the dichotomy of
tradition and modernity. The narrative presented is amenable to a novel
interpretation of mythology. The mythological framework is employed to
deconstruct prevailing cultural and authoritarian discourses, thereby
establishing a dramatic architecture that articulates a critical inquiry into
transformations within Algeria’s sociocultural landscape. Furthermore, the
text constructs an imaginative realm wherein nature reasserts its significance
as an alternative symbolic authority countering appropriation and laying the
groundwork for a resilient female identity. The play’s satirical rhetoric
leverages this symbolic authority to contest narratives of domination and
unveil their underlying mechanisms. Collectively, these dimensions coalesce
to engender a transnational critical perspective rooted in sociocultural
frameworks interwoven with globalization’s ramifications, imbuing the work
with profound human resonance that transcends local confines while

remaining cognizant of them.

Key words: mythological frameworks; feminist dramaturgy; identity;

global interconnectivity; cultural discourses.
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