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The Concept of Novelistic Space in Western and
Arabic Literary Criticism

Abstract:

This paper explores the concept of narrative space, a central notion in modern criticism that differs
fundamentally from place. While place refers to a limited geographical site, space functions as a

narrative and semantic structure shaped by the writer’s experience and expressed through language.
The Study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to trace the evolution of the term from its

linguistic, philosophical, and artistic origins to its theoretical elaboration in Western criticism
(Bachelard, Genette, Bourneuf, Goldenstein) and its reception in Arab criticism (Bahrawi, Lahmidani,
Ben Malek). Findings indicate that narrative space intersects with time, characters, and events, taking
various forms such as realistic/imaginary or closed/open. Western criticism has offered rigorous

analytic tools, while Arab criticism remains in its formative stage, often influenced by translation. The

study concludes by recommending terminological precision (fadé) for espace, makan for lieu) and

more applied studies in the Arab context.

Keywords/ Space / Place / Translation / Criticism / Novelistic /
Approach / Representation / Image / Text
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