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Abstract::

This article investigates the narrative image in the novel through both
theoretical and applied dimensions. It explores how the components of the
narrative image contribute to constructing meaning within the fictional text.
The theoretical part examines the emergence of the narrative image in
Western and Arab criticism, with emphasis on two key components:
language and characters. The applied part analyzes "Shahid al-Atma" by
Bachir Mefti, focusing on language from Bakhtin’s dialogic perspective and
characters from a semiotic viewpoint. The study concludes that these two
elements create a dialogic space that reflects a plurality of voices and

contributes to the semantic structure of the narrative.

Keywords: Narrative image, language, characters dialogism, semiotics.
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