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Abstact:
This research examines the issue of untranslatability, attempting to explore it
theoretically and then practically by analyzing aspects of it in Michael Cooperson’s
translation of Al-Hariri’'s Maqamat. Based on the theoretical efforts of some theorists
and philosophers, it becomes clear that the experience of dealing with the untranslatable

level almost touches on the essence of the entire process. Cooperson's attempt
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represents a landmark in the history of attempts to translate Al-Hariri's Magamat, as it
was able to overcome many of the translation difficulties by adopting an intelligent
strategy that is implemented within the spirit of the Arabic text and engages with it. An
analysis of some examples from Cooperson's translation reveals translation tricks,
including the use of variations in the English language, the intensification of local
dialects and linguistic usages, as well as quotations and references to texts from world
literature, such that Al-Maqamat Al-Hariri appears as a text open to non-Arabic literary
contexts.

Key Words: Micheal Cooperson- Untranslatable- Domestication-Foreignization-

Hariri' s Magamet.
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We asked him to recite the lines for us again so we could
scribble them down. Then we said our good-byes. “Pip-pip, old
boy! Awfully kind of you to give us a bit of supper. Delighted to
see you looking yourself again. Toodle-0o!”

GLOSSARY

19.5
chingang tearoom customers (but here, guests)
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Based on its title this imposture will use a far western variety of English — "
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literary ~allusions, and the servant boy will speak in the

distinctive youth jargon of Miami, Florida"
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Belloc Hilaire , On Translation, Obolus Press, Jan 6, 2020 - Language
Arts & Disciplines s
Hilaire Belloc's Taylorian Lecture on translation, delivered at Oxford
University in 1931
- Benjamin Walter, (Euvres Complétest; Tome 1, traduction conjointe
Rainer Rochlitz et Pierre Rusch, Gallimard, 2000
- Brzezicka B. (1). Jacques Derrida : intraduisible ou mal traduit
? Romanica Silesiana, 12(1).
https://journals.us.edu.pl/index.php/RS/article/view/7173
- Cassin Barbara, Les Intraduisibles et leur Traductions, 7ranseuropéennes

srevue Internationale de la pensée critique ; 2014
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- Catford J.C, A Linguistic Theory of Translation, An Essay on Applied
Linguistics, Oxford University Press, First published 1965, Fifth impression
1978, Walton Street, Oxford OX2, 6DP
- Chenery, Thomas . the Assemblies of Hariri, Vol I : Containing the first
twenty-six assemblies, by Thomas Chenery, 1867, XI-540 p. -- Vol II:
Containing the last twenty-four assemblies by Dr. F. Steingass prefaced and
induced F. F.

Cooperson Michael Al Hariri. Impostures, Translated by, New York
University Press ,2020

- -De Paradis de Venture Jean Michel; Les Séances de Hariri, Almqvist
et Wiksell. Stockholm ;1964

- De Sacy Antoine Isaac ; Chrestomathie Arabe ou extraits de divers
écrivains arabes tant en prose qu'en vers, a 1 usage des éléves de 1" école
spéciale des langues Orientales vivantes ; Paris, imprimerie impériale ;1806
- Daunou Pierre-Claude-Francois. Notice historique sur la vie et les

ouvrages de M. Caussin de Perceval. In: Mémoires de I'Institut national de

France, tome 14, 1° partie, 1845. pp. 165-177. (consulté le 22/06/2025)
www.persee.fr/doc/minf__0398-3609_1845_ num_14_1_1831

- Fournier -Guillemette Rosemarie, 2011.«La traductologie : entre
littérature et linguistique », Postures, Dossier « Interdisciplinarités / Penser
la bibliothéque », n°13, En ligne
< http://revuepostures.com/fr/articles/fournier-guillemette-13 > (Consulté le
25/12/2024). D’abord paru dans : Postures, Dossier « Interdisciplinarités /
Penser la bibliothéque », n°13, p. 81-94.
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- Jack Smiley, Scott Russo, Paul Dickson, Hash House Lingo: The Slang of
Soda Jerks, Short-Order Cooks, Bartenders, Waitresses, Carhops and Other
Denizens of Yesterday's Roadside, Dover publication, Mineola, New York
2012
-Khawam R. Rene, Le livre des malins; les séances d'un vagabond de

génie, éd Phébus; Paris; 1992

Les séances de Hariri, publie en arabe, avec un commentaire choisi, par M
le baron Silvestre De Sacy ; Paris ; imprimerie royale ; 1822

-Loop, Jan. “Johann Jacob Reiske's Contribution to the Study of Arabic-
Islamic Literature.” Christian-Muslim Relations, 2019.

https://www.academia.edu/40683568/Johann_ Jacob_ Reiskes_ Contribu
tion_to_the_Study_of Arabic_Islamic_ Literature (consulté 26/06/2025)
- Mihali, Ciprian (2011). Déconstruction, auto-immunité, précarité. De
I'intraduisible politique chez Derrida. Meta : Research in Hermeneutics,
Phenomenology, and Practical Philosophy 3 (1):81-97
- Sayoud Souhil, Walter Benjamin : Une philosophie de la traduction ;
revue des sciences de ] homme et de la société, vol 2 ;N 4 ; 2013 ;
- Schmider, Christine « La dialectique de I'authenticité chez Walter
Benjamin. Enjeux politiques et esthétiques », Noesis [En ligne], 22-23 ’ 2014,
mis en ligne le 15 juin 2016, consulté le 04 juin 2025. URL :
http://journals.openedition.org/noesis/1884; DOI:
https://doi.org/10.4000/noesis.1884

Zakharia Katia, Abu Zayd Al Sarougi Imposteur et mystique ; Institut
Frangais d'études de Damas ; 2000

Venuti Laurence, The Translator" s Invisibility, A history of translation,

Routledge, second edition, 2008
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Wenfen Yang, Brief Study in Domestication and Foreignization in

- Translation
https://www.academypublication.com/issues/past/jltr/vol01/01/11.pdf
(05/07/2025)
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' _ Mihali, Ciprian (2011). Déconstruction, auto-immunité, précarité. De I'intraduisible politique chez
Derrida. Meta : Research in Hermeneutics, Phenomenology, and Practical Philosophy 3 (1):81-97.

Rien n'est jamais intraduisible et rien n'est jamais traduisible : lxy,5 2> J jupid| Aol dis pusd B

9 _ Brzezicka B. (1). Jacques Derrida : intraduisible ou mal traduit ? Romanica Silesiana, 12(1).
https://journals.us.edu.pl/index.php/RS/article/view/7173
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