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Abstract:The French colonial legacy in Algeria has left remnants that
led to transformations in political, social, and cultural life during and after
the liberation war. This had an impact on the evolution of literary
production and the increasing number of Algerian writers who write novels
in French. Among the pioneers is MouloudMammeri with his famous novel
“The Forgotten Hill”, published in 1952, where the author describes the ways
of life of the inhabitants of the Kabyle region in an isolated pastoral setting,
mentioning their traditions and values, while also alluding to the aspects of
poverty, hunger, and misery that the mountainous people endured during
that sensitive period (1939).

The author describes the traditions of the inhabitants, especially the
agricultural rituals, as a representation of a deep-rooted culture steeped in
history. In line with the values of the ancestors, MouloudMammeri worked
to disseminate and introduce these traditions to the foreign reader through
the novel.

His novel “The Forgotten Hill” focuses on themes related to communal
solidarity in the struggle against nature and the preservation of identity

Key words: geographical space; identity; agricultural rituals; village.
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