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The Saudi Endeavor to Teaching Arabic to Speakers
of Other Languages: A Critical Review.

Abstract: The present study reads in Saudi efforts history towards
Teaching Arabic as L2 (to non-native speakers). It reviews, from a critical
perspective, the long experience which goes back to the beginnings of interest
in teaching the Arabic language in and outside Saudi until the present day, in
which dedicated initiatives and projects have emerged backed by the Saudi
Vision 2030. Based on historical data, the study analyzed this rich experience,
by understanding the variations and developments, interpreting changes and
transformations, and criticizing them within the framework of TFL, which led
to the identification of four basic paths that the experience took, namely: the
path of educational grants within the Kingdom, the path of research and
development programs, the path of teaching Arabic outside the Kingdom, and
the private sector path. The results emerged as identifying a number of
strengths and weaknesses and highlighting potentials and challenges, leading
to anticipating the future of this experience during the next decade, and the
opportunities that may take teaching Arabic in Saudi to be one of the best

experiences in the Arab world.

Key words: linguistic market, linguistic investment, translation, teaching

Arabic as a second language, teaching Arabic to non-native speakers.
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