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Hebrew in the Service of Arabic
Archaic in Arabic, Alive in Hebrew

The Language of the 48- Palestinians

Professor Elias Atallah

Doha Institute for Graduate Studies, elias.atallah@dohainstitute.edu.qa

Abstract: This study examines the phenomenon of archaic Arabic words
confined to the language community of the Palestinian Arabs in 48- Palestine,
due to their uniqueness; since the archaic vocabulary in Arabic, both in form
and meaning, is not abandoned or obsolete in the Hebrew that is used by the

Palestinian Arabs in the above- mentioned area.

By archaic words we mean those words that have disappeared and
vanished from the tongues and pens of the language community, due to
various factors as will be discussed. In very rare cases, however, the archaic
vocabulary remains alive, as in the case of the Palestinian language in 48-
Palestine; where several words that have been abandoned and out of use in the
Arabic language, are still present and alive, both in the spoken and written
Hebrew used by the 48- Palestinian Arabs. Such case is so unique that it
deserves to be considered and analyzed, as both ancient Hebrew and some

Modern Hebrew / Israeli language, share common roots and meanings with
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the Arabic language. The reason for disusing or abandoning these words may
be ignorance of their being Arabic, both in identity and lexicon; in addition to
other factors that we discuss, most important is that these words are no longer
used in the Arabic language across the Arab countries. We will rely on this
knowledge of the Hebrew language, to advance the revival of what needs to be

revived in Arabic.

In this study, I examine twenty- eight of the living- dead words. I am
not an advocate of reviving the obsolete in general, except when necessary,
including this exceptional case that characterizes the language of the 48-
Palestinian Arabs. Here, many Arabic words are disused and abandoned, but
I don’t describe them as archaic in the absolute sense used in other studies,
because they are still in use in their Hebraic garb. And because these words are
alive on the tongues of 48- Palestinians and in their writing when they use the
Hebrew language, I believe they deserve to be alive in their Arabic as well. My
call for revival is not the result of a sentimental nationalistic stand, nor is it a
kind of linguistic or lexicographic purity. It is a vocabulary that I do not see as
safe describing as archaic or obsolete, while Arab tongues speak it fondly, and

Arab pens pour their ink with it outside its vessel.

Key Words: Archaic words. Abandoned words. Alive- Obsolete. Revival.

Hebraization and Self- Hebraization.
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