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Distortion of literary great prose’s form, a critical
overview of translating the American novelist’s text,

William Faulkner’s the sound and the fury

Abstract:

Distortion may inflict the structure of great prose by including a big linguistic
density, characterized by heavy and complex sentences, to the point that
sometimes may explodes at its form. This is what Antoine Berman names as
one of great literary prose’s features. This paper seeks to identify one of those
greatest novels; it is William Faulkner’s the sound and the fury. We look at
how translator acts with the original text’s structure in translating it into
Arabic although its hardness. The research concludes that Jabra delinquents
to dispose of the punctuation marks and thus violating the text’s rhythm, also
Jabra’s translation has destroyed the local orality element used by Faulkner.

This is what Berman considered a serious violation of the prose’s texuality.

Key words: Great prose, distortion of form, Local Orality, Rhythm and form.
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« Il est facile de voir en quoi un poéme de Holderlin a été massacré ; il est
moins de voir en quoi un roman de Faulkner I'a ét¢é, surtout si la traduction
semble «bonne» (c’est-a-dire esthétique). Voila pourquoi il est urgent

d’élaborer une analytique de la traduction de la prose littéraire’ ».
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« Dans ce style si vif, si éclairé, la phrase est volontairement inorganique : si

longue, si chargée d’incidentes et de parenthéses [...] qu'a vrai dire il n’y

manque pas une cadence, mais [...] une forme »’
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« Les beaux livres sont écrits dans une sorte de langue étrangére. Sous chaque
mot, chacun de nous met son sens ou du moins son image, qui est souvent un

contresens. Mais dans les beaux livres, tous les contresens qu’on fait sont

10
beaux .»
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«One minute she was standing there the next he was yelling and pulling a her
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"Women only use other people’s codes of honor it’s because she loves
Caddy................ and we could hear the murmur of their voices from beyond

the cedars they were always talking and Grandfather was always right "
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"« Yes, suh. Right dis way, young marster, ... and hit'll be done got cold dar
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« All right,” Dilsey said. © All right, here I is. I'll fil lit soon ez I git some hot
water.” She gathered up her skirts and mounted the stairs, wholly blotting the
gray light. © Put hit down dar en g’awn back to bed.” »
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« Dilsey reached the top of the stairs and took the water bottle. “T'll fix hitin a
minute,” she said. “Luster overslep dis mawnin, up half de night at dat show.
I gwine build de fire myself. Go on now, so you wont wake de others twell I

ready. »
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« “Whar you at?” she said.

“Nowhere,” he said.”’Jes in de cellar.”

“Whut you doin in de cellar ?” she said. “Dont stand darin de rain, fool,”she

said.

“Aint doin nothin,” he said. He came up the steps.
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“Dont you dare come in dis do widout a armful of wood,” she said. “Here I
done had to tote yo wood en build yo fire bofe. Didn’t I tole you not to leave
dis place last night befo dat woodbox wus full to de top ?”

‘Idid,” Luster said. ‘I filled hit”.
“Whar hit gone to, den ?”
“I dont know’'m. I aint teched hit.”

“Well, you git hit full up now,  she said. “And git on up dar en see bout
Benjy.” »
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« “Hush, Benjy,” Dilsey said. He hushed. She went to the window and looked
out. “Is it quit rainin?” she said.
«”Yessum,  Luster said. “Quit long time ago.”
“Den y’all go out do’s a while,” she said. “ I jes got Miss Cahline quiet now.”
“Is we gwine to church ?” Luster said.

“Iletyou know bout dat when de time come. You keep him away fum de house

twell I calls you.”

“Kin we go to de pastuh ?” Luster said.

? All right. Only you keep him away fum de house. I done stood all I kin.”
” Yessum,” Luster said. “Whar Mr Jason gone, mammy ?”

? Dat’s some mo of yo business, aint it ? Dilsey said. She began to clear the

table. ” Hush, Benjy. Luster gwine take you out to play.” ».
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« La traduction et la lettre ou 'auberge du lointain», Berman, Antoine, Editions du

Seuil, 1999.

«La traduction et la lettre ou I'auberge du lointain», B. Antoine, en « Histoire de la

littérature Frangaise, librairie Hachette, Paris, 1964.

«The sound and the fury», Faulkner, William, First Vintage International. Edition,
New York, USA. This edition follows the text as corrected in 1984, 1990.

«The Polyphonic World of Cervantes and Dostoevski», Slav N. GRATCHEYV, Slav
N, Lexington Books, Presentation, 2017..

«Contre Sainte-Beuve», Proust, Marcel, Edition Guallimard, paris, 1987.

«Gascon», 07-01-2021, Siteweb : https://fr.wikipedia.org, consulté le ;04-03-
2021.
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1« La traduction et la lettre ou 'auberge du lointain », Antoine Berman Editions du Seuil, 1999,
P52.

e o el ool et N e 5 gl gl sl plin g ol

75 oo <2010 gl (1L

20) ¢ b sl (JOHANN Christian Friedrich Holderlin) spdydga (o358 liws S oylogs 904 3

a8 pryiag S S gay  SLIYI Gl Gyb b shatdl el a3 (31843 52592 75 1770 yla

Codyadgn Gagas 8" leiss chttps://www.ar.m.wikipedia.org &59@ ).\a.s\ ")%5;}” oS &,'4\55 Boanladg

2020/03/10 : 0B 3,5

T3op «dn Goladl gyl #

> «La traduction et la lettre ou I'auberge du lointain»,B. Antoine, p. 51, en « Histoire de la

littérature Francaise, librairie Hachette, Paris, 1964, p. 322.
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«The sound and the fury », William Faulkner, First Vintage International. Edition, October 2
1990, New York, USA. This edition follows the text as corrected in 1984.
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