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Abstract ; Article info  

The French occupation of Algeria in 1830 led to the deprivation of 
Algerians of their rights and lands, forcing them to migrate to 
France in search of work under harsh conditions and for meager 
wages, in addition to being subjected to military service. The 
interaction of Algerian migrants with European societies and the 
spread of the principles of freedom and self-determination 
contributed to the development of their national and political 
consciousness. They organized themselves into associations and 
parties that demanded rights and then independence, and this 
played a prominent role in supporting the Algerian War of 
Independence, which broke out on November 1, 1954.
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1. Introduction 

After the French colonizers set foot in 

Algeria, they resorted to numerous policies 

to annex the country as a French province. 

This involved enacting a series of laws to 

confiscate Algerian lands for the benefit of 

European settlers. These included the 

Senatus Consult Law of 1863, the Warnier 

Law of 1873, and the Indigenous Code, all 

of which aimed to strip Algerians of their 

rights and deprive them of even the most 

basic means of a decent life. Faced with 

this situation, many Algerians emigrated in 

various directions, particularly to France, 

seeking better conditions for stability and a 

dignified life, or to pursue education. 

Migration from Algeria to France occurred 

in several periods, most notably the pre-

World War I era. This period was restricted 

by a decree issued on May 16, 1874, 

requiring a travel permit for emigration to 

France. This decree was repealed on June 

18, 1913, following recommendations 

from a committee established to investigate 

Algerian migration to France. The 

committee advocated for encouraging 

migration due to its benefits to the French 

economy. The First World War period then 

opened the floodgates to migration, 

organized by the French Ministry of War. 

This involved registering workers in 

Algeria, transporting them to France, and 

then distributing them there. In addition, 

there was the conscription of Algerians into 

the French army Following the outbreak of 

the First World War, through which they 

discovered a new life different from their 

miserable life in their country, on 

November 29, 1939 a decree was issued to 

apply the special law on immigration to the 

people of North Africa issued on July 24, 

1924, whereby a number of Algerian 

workers were summoned by the French 

Ministry of Labor to fill the labor shortage, 

so the migration of Algerians to France 

continued and increased the number of 

immigrants in the period between the two 

wars 1918-1939 to reach 164,900 in 1954. 

The Algerian diaspora played a prominent 

role in the national liberation movement, 

beginning with the establishment of the 

North African Party in 1926, followed by 

the founding of the People's Party in 1937, 

the Algerian National Movement in 1946, 

and the Special Organization in 1947, 

which was preparing for armed struggle 

until its discovery in 1950. This discovery 

triggered a crisis within the Movement for 

the Triumph of Democratic Liberties, 

leading to its fragmentation and the 

subsequent formation of the National 

Liberation Front (FLN) and the declaration 

of the War of Independence on November 

1, 1954. The architects of the revolution 

recognized the crucial contribution of the 

Algerian diaspora to the liberation struggle, 

particularly in France. The decision was 

made to activate and support the Algerian 

community in France itself, in solidarity 

with their fellow freedom fighters in 

Algeria who were fighting for the very 

freedom they had sought to deny. 

From this perspective, it was imperative for 

the National Liberation Front (FLN) to 

establish a political organization in France 

to assume responsibility for revolutionary 

activity, and to organize and structure the 

Algerian community to support the 

revolution and force the colonial power to 

concede to the Algerian people's demands 
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for freedom and independence. To examine 

this issue in more detail, we have chosen to 

pose the following questions: 

- What were the circumstances surrounding 

the establishment of the National 

Liberation Front (FLN) Federation in 

France, which embraced the Algerian 

community and contributed to the armed 

struggle to liberate the homeland from the 

colonial power (France)? 

- How was the FLN Federation able to 

organize the Algerian community in France 

within the framework of the armed struggle 

declared on November 1, 1954? 

- What were the manifestations of the 

Algerian community's activities in France 

in supporting and assisting the Algerian 

liberation revolution? 

To answer these questions, we have 

developed a plan containing four essential 

elements within the body of this document. 

The first element was devoted to discussing 

the circumstances of the establishment of 

the National Liberation Front Federation in 

France. The second element mentioned the 

development of the structure of the 

National Liberation Front Federation in 

France in its four stages, with the 

leadership team of each stage and its 

support networks, which were made up of 

French and Europeans sympathetic to the 

liberation revolution. As for the third 

element, we devoted it to the activity of the 

National Liberation Front Federation in 

France, in terms of organizing the Algerian 

community and strengthening its 

structures, which implement the decisions 

of the National Liberation Front. Finally, as 

a fourth element, we touched on the 

guerrilla operations and peaceful 

demonstrations of the Federation within 

French territory, such as the operations of 

August 24, 1958, the demonstrations of 

October 17, 1961, and the strike of 

November 1, 1961. 

2. Establishment of the National 

Liberation Front (FLN) Federation in 

Franceand structuring of the Algerian 

community there. 

The Algerian community was at the 

forefront of playing a crucial role in 

building the national movement, from the 

North African Star to the Movement for the 

Triumph of Democratic Liberties (MTLD). 

When preparations were underway to 

launch the armed struggle, the role the 

Algerian diaspora could play in supporting 

the liberation revolution, particularly 

financially, was taken into consideration. 

They were also expected to join the 

revolution alongside their brothers and 

sisters in Algeria, which began on 

November 1, 1954. The Algerian 

community abroad welcomed the news of 

the revolution's outbreak with open 

arms.(1) 

The FLN undertook the task of raising 

awareness and convincing Algerian 

immigrants in France that the FLN had 

ignited the revolution on November 1st and 

represented a strategic choice to realize the 

Algerian people's aspirations for 

independence and freedom. Therefore, the 

same struggle should be organized among 

the Algerian community and workers in 

France. As a result, it was decided to 

strengthen the ranks of the revolution with 

an external body under the title of the 

Seventh Wilaya in the revolutionary 
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organization and in the political and 

military struggle under the name of the 

"Federation of the National Liberation 

Front".(2) It was based in the areas where 

Algerian workers were present in large 

numbers, and a work program was 

determined that included recognizing the 

authority of the National Liberation Front 

and introducing its goals and liberation 

method according to the statement of 

November1, 1954 among immigrants as an 

urgent goal, and establishing committees 

specializing in propaganda, finance and 

trade union affairs and establishing 

intervention teams to thwart the French 

police plan and prepare for any military 

action in France, as well as working to win 

over French public opinion by spreading 

the news of the outbreak of the war of 

liberation for the independence of Algeria. 

Algerian immigrants abroad welcomed the 

outbreak of the glorious revolution and 

supported it from its inception. Despite the 

strict surveillance imposed on them by the 

colonial authorities, the Algerian 

community did not hesitate to move 

forward with the federation and play a 

significant role in the struggle, just as the 

National Liberation Front (FLN) had 

organized itself within the country for 

independence. The liberation revolution 

surprised colonial France on its own soil 

through a well-organized military structure 

based on utmost secrecy, effective 

planning, and precise coordination from the 

highest levels of command to the grassroots 

fighters.(3) 

3. Establishment of the FLN Federation 

in France and its Support Networks: 

The leadership of the FLN entrusted the 

late Mujahid Mohamed Boudiaf with the 

task of establishing a FLN organization in 

France, as he was the head of the FLN's 

external delegation. In 1955, he met in 

Luxembourg with members of the 

Movement for the Triumph of Democratic 

Liberties (MTLD) present in the eastern 

regions of France, where Mourad 

Tarbouche was tasked with forming the 

initial nucleus of the FLN Federation in 

France. Leaflets containing the November 

1st Declaration were distributed in Peugeot 

car factories and other workshops and 

mines where Algerian immigrants worked. 

The committee also played a significant 

role in organizing and raising awareness 

among Algerian immigrants about their 

role as a conscious working 

class.(4)Furthermore, the committee 

worked within various unions, engaging 

with the French working class to gain their 

support for the liberation movement. 

The Federation succeeded in gaining the 

trust of the immigrant community and then 

the support of French sympathizers with 

the Algerian cause, including members of 

European support networks who provided 

invaluable services to the Federation's 

activists by sheltering and transporting 

them to various locations to avoid 

detection.(5) 

From its founding until 1962, the 

Federation underwent several phases 

during which its leadership changed. It 

strived to achieve its goals, distributing 

leaflets and statements explaining the 

objectives of the liberation revolution to the 

French public in particular, and the 

international community in general, to 

highlight the justice of the Algerian cause, 



 

 

40 

The role of the Algerian community in France in supporting the liberation revolution 1954-1962 

the legitimacy of the Algerian people's 

struggle to regain their national sovereignty 

and freedom, and to emphasize the 

necessity of extending this struggle to 

French soil. The Federation also worked to 

raise awareness among the Algerian 

community about its responsibilities 

abroad, which aimed to adopt the idea of 

national liberation and work for it, and not 

to fall into the trap of the French 

authorities’ apparatus, which was based on 

supporting the conflict of the enemy 

brothers, i.e., between the fighters of the 

National Liberation Front and the 

sympathizers of the Algerian national 

movement (Messalianism).(6)The 

Federation established “Special 

Intervention Groups” to confront the threat 

and the dangerous escalation against the 

fighters of the National Liberation Front. 

This work proceeded in carefully planned 

stages and steps within a military structure 

called the "Special Organization" of the 

National Liberation Front (FLN) 

Federation in France. Its organization was 

very rigorous. A militant would go through 

the stage of sympathizer, then active 

member, and finally become a militant in 

the FLN Federation in France. They would 

then be assigned by a regional or provincial 

official to form a unit, which they would 

lead in carrying out operations, according 

to their area of responsibility and presence. 

They were distributed across five regions 

adopted by the Federation: the first was the 

Paris region and its suburbs; the second 

was the North and East region; the third 

was the Central region (Lyon); the fourth 

was the Southeast region (Marseille); and 

the fifth was the Southwest region. Each 

region was divided into districts, then 

sections, then divisions, then branches and 

groups, and finally cells.(7)Care was taken 

to reduce the burden on the grassroots level 

to avoid clashes with the colonial 

authorities. A cell consisted of three 

militants headed by a cell leader, a group 

was made up of three sub-cells headed by a 

leader, and every three groups formed a 

branch. 

In the spring of 1958, the Federation was 

reorganized according to the demands of 

the circumstances. It was decided to 

establish structures outside French borders, 

specifically in Switzerland, Belgium, and 

especially Germany The National 

Liberation Front (FLN) had rented small 

apartments in several cities, including 

Berlin, North Rhine-Westphalia, and 

others, thanks to German assistance, after 

establishing a branch in Düsseldorf, which 

later became the Federation's 

headquarters.(8) 

All these measures were taken to protect 

the militants, whose presence in France had 

become dangerous due to constant 

persecution and assassinations by colonial 

authorities and their collaborators. In this 

way, the FLN Federation closely monitored 

the Algerian community after dividing 

French territory into four departments in 

1958, six in 1959, and seven in 1961, when 

Switzerland, Germany, and Belgium were 

annexed. It should be noted that Belgium 

comprised two regions, Germany three, 

and Switzerland one. The purpose of this 

increasing division was to save time and 

avoid long commutes for cadres; the more 

regions there were, the more Those 

involved had to resort to the decentralized 

system, not to mention the stranglehold 

imposed by the administration and the 
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colonial police. Consequently, the 

leadership of the National Liberation Front 

Federation in France was obliged to change 

its organization from time to time, so as not 

to give the French authorities the 

opportunity to uncover its structures, 

especially the grassroots ones.(9) 

With this flexibility, the regional official 

carried out his duties with a force 

exceeding 3,500 men, including 500 

activists and officials, who undertook the 

tasks of organization, structuring, political 

education, and fundraising.(10) This 

included armed operations, both defensive 

and offensive, planned in advance by 

"armed groups," targeting spies, 

collaborators, torturers, and abusive police 

officers. The federation also had the 

responsibility of monitoring health and 

justice committees, conducting social 

investigations, supporting prisoners and 

guiding them in choosing their lawyers, 

disseminating FLN literature through 

various means, and providing financial 

assistance to their families. In addition, it 

held weekly meetings with its subordinates 

to review the situation and collect 

membership dues.(11) 

The FLN Federation went through four 

phases from its founding in 1954 until the 

declaration of independence in 1962as 

shown in the table:(12) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 1. The FLN Federation went through four phases from its founding in 1954 

until the declaration of independence in 1962) 

First federation 

1955 -1956 

Second 

Fediration 

1956 -1957 

ThirdFederation 

1957 -1958 

Forth Federation 

1958 - 1962 

- Mourad Tarbouche 

Abderahmane Gharas 

- Ahmed Doum 

-Nouredine Bensalem 

-Abdelkrim suissi 

-Mohamed Mechati 

-Saleh Elouanchi 

-MouhamedMadi 

-Ahmed Taleb ElIbrahmi  

-Mohamed Lebjaoui 

-Tayeb Boulehrouf 

-Ahmed Boumengel 

-Omar Boudaoud 

-Ahmed Boumengel 

-Kadour El adlani 

-Mohamed Harbi 

-Hocine Mendji 

-Messaoud gueroudj 

- Abdelkrim suissi 

-Omar Boudaoud 

- Ali Haroune 

-Kadour El Adlani 

-Said Bouaziz 

-Abdelkrim suissi  

- mouradTarbouche 

AbderahmaneGharas 

- Ahmed Doum 

-NouredineBensalem 

-Abdelkrim suissi 

-Mohamed Mechati 

-Saleh Elouanchi 

-MouhamedMadi 

-Ahmed Taleb ElIbrahmi 

-Mohamed Lebjaoui 

-Tayeb Boulehrouf 

-Ahmed Boumengel 

-Omar Boudaoud 

-Ahmed Boumengel 

-Kadour El adlani 

-Mohamed Harbi 

-Hocine Mendji 

-Messaoud gueroudj 

- Abdelkrim suissi 

-Omar Boudaoud 

- Ali Haroune 

-Kadour El Adlani 

-Said Bouaziz 

-Abdelkrim suissi  
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- mouradTarbouche 

AbderahmaneGharas 

- Ahmed Doum 

-Nouredine Bensalem 

-Abdelkrim suissi 

-Mohamed Mechati 

-Saleh Elouanchi 

-MouhamedMadi 

-Ahmed Taleb ElIbrahmi  

-Mohamed Lebjaoui 

-Tayeb Boulehrouf 

-Ahmed Boumengel 

-Omar Boudaoud 

-Ahmed Boumengel 

-Kadour El adlani 

-Mohamed Harbi 

-Hocine Mendji 

-Messaoud gueroudj 

- Abdelkrim suissi 

-Omar Boudaoud 

- Ali Haroune 

-Kadour El Adlani 

-Said Bouaziz 

-Abdelkrim suissi  

Source: Omar Boudaoud, Five Years at the Head of the Federation of France, From 

the Algerian People's Party to the National Liberation Front, Dar El Kasbah, 

Algeria 2007, p. 98 

 

3. Activities of the National Liberation 

Front Federation in France: 

The success of the National Liberation 

Front Federation in France in organizing 

the Algerian community led to a series 

of positive steps, primarily gaining its 

trust, especially among the working 

class. This was achieved through the 

establishment of the "General 

Association of Algerian Workers" in 

February 1957, which served as a 

representative to French trade unions to 

defend their material and social rights. 

As a branch of the General Union of 

Algerian Workers, it operated according 

to the organizational structure 

established by the Federation, with 

local, sectoral, and then regional 

councils headed by an organizing 

committee. The Association also forged 

relationships with various political and 

religious circles and anti-colonial 

movements. It published the newspaper 

(The Algerian Worker) in Algeria, as the 

central mouthpiece of the Union, before 

moving to France. Its publication was 

halted by the colonial authorities in 

1958.(13) The Association worked to 

defend the rights of Algerian workers in 

all aspects, in addition to supporting 

them through financial contributions via 

networks of Algerian workers abroad and 

activists of the National Liberation Front 

Federation in France. It was transferred 

to Switzerland to be deposited in the 

accounts of the National Liberation Front 

for the purpose of financing the National 

Liberation Army inside the country, 

especially in the field of armament.(14) 

One manifestation of the Algerian 

community's solidarity with the 

liberation revolution and the National 

Liberation 

Front (FLN) federation was the large-

scale demonstrations by immigrants at 

the end of the first week of October 1955 

in several French provinces, such as 

Paris, Saint-Étienne, and Metz. These 

demonstrations took the form of 

gatherings for marches, joined by 

thousands of foreign supporters. Armed 

with clubs and sticks, they carried 

banners and chanted anti-colonial 

slogans calling for Algerian 

independence. Clashes erupted with the 
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police, resulting in numerous injuries 

and deaths on both sides. The 

demonstrations continued throughout 

the day and into the late hours of the 

night. Similar demonstrations were 

repeated with large numbers of 

immigrants in early April 1956 in 

several French cities, including Saint-

Georges, Reunion Ville, and Maubeuge. 

They carried the national flag and anti-

French banners.(15)The police forcibly 

dispersed them, leaving many injured 

and making arrests after clashes between 

the demonstrators and the security 

forces. The arbitrary arrests of Algerian 

immigrants, carried out from time to 

time under the pretext of threatening the 

security and safety of French territory, 

are a clear indication of the Algerian 

community's attachment to their 

homeland and its strong support for the 

National Liberation Front (FLN). This 

was demonstrated by the response to the 

eight-day strike called for by the FLN on 

January 28, 1957. During this strike, 

some shops owned by Algerians in 

Algiers and other French cities closed, 

and many immigrants gathered in the 

streets to denounce the injustices of 

colonialism and demand Algerian 

independence. They were subsequently 

arrested en masse for allegedly 

attempting to disrupt security and public 

order.(16) 

The Federation also succeeded in 

gaining the support of French and other 

foreign sympathizers of the revolution. 

Of particular note in this regard are the 

clandestine networks established by 

French citizens in 1958 to support the 

Algerian people's struggle within France 

itself. These networks were linked to the 

philosopher and professor Francis 

Jeanson, who exploited the cultural and 

intellectual milieu to disseminate his 

initiative, persuade his friends, and 

recruit followers. To spread these 

principles, the network resorted to 

publishing a clandestine newsletter 

entitled (For Truth), under the 

supervision of the writer Dionys 

Mascolo. Initially printed in 

approximately two thousand copies, the 

number later reached five 

thousand.(17)The first issue was 

published in September 1958, and it was 

a monthly publication distributed by 

network members among certain 

political and cultural figures, as well as 

activists in leftist parties, communists, 

and committed Christians opposed to 

war and colonialism.  

The "Johnson" network also ensured the 

safe passage of Algerian activists, 

particularly those imprisoned, after 

organizing their escape from prison. 

This included facilitating their transfer 

from one prison to another and 

guaranteeing their departure from 

French territory. In addition, the network 

raised funds for the revolution. The 

"Johnson" network comprised between 

2,000 and 3,000 members who joined 

out of conviction, whether ideological, 

intellectual, or political.(18)They 

included intellectuals, professors, 

journalists, writers, and artists of various 

kinds, such as singers, comedians, and 

producers, thus forming the elite of 

French society. After the network's 

discovery, the French public became 

aware of it when the French press 
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reported on it in February 1960. Also 

noteworthy in this context is the "Henri 

Curiel" network, which operated in 

parallel with the "Johnson" network. It 

continued the "Johnson" network's 

activities after its dismantling, 

particularly in transferring funds to the 

National Liberation Front (FLN) 

Federation in France. 

4. Guerrilla operations of the National 

Liberation Front Federation within 

French territory: 

Following the establishment of the Fifth 

Republic under De Gaulle, characterized 

by its militaristic tendencies and full 

mobilization, the Algerian army 

deployed significant military resources 

and intensified its military operations to 

suppress the revolution. The leaders of 

the Algerian War of Independence (the 

Coordination and Implementation 

Committee) then conceived a plan to 

task the National Liberation Front 

Federation in France with carrying out 

large-scale operations within French 

territory.(19) This was a highly precise 

strategic plan to guide the course of the 

liberation revolution, aiming to 

destabilize France and force the French 

government to keep the bulk of its troops 

stationed on French soil to protect 

sensitive French installations from 

sabotage. This would, in turn, deter 

France from sending more troops and 

military equipment to Algeria, thus 

reducing the intensity of the war, which 

would ultimately benefit the National 

Liberation Army. 

Omar Boudaoud was appointed head of 

the Fourth Federation of the National 

Liberation Front (FLN) in France. He 

was strict in his responsibilities and 

bound by the orders and directives of the 

Coordination and Implementation 

Committee.(20) He established armed 

cells specifically for combat operations, 

assigning their leadership to Ahmed 

Doum. Later, Abdelkrim Souissi 

expanded the Federation's activities, 

particularly in the area of armament, to 

ensure the FLN cells remained strong 

and effective in the face of constant 

surveillance and harassment by the 

French authorities. In this context, 

Abdelkrim Souissi sent one of its 

members, Salim Riad, on a mission to 

Italy. Riad successfully negotiated an 

arms deal, securing an initial shipment 

of high-quality Beretta pistols at a very 

reasonable price. This operation, known 

at the time as "Operation Beretta," was a 

significant step that demonstrated the 

capabilities of the FLN Federation. In 

addition, other operations were carried 

out to destabilize France within its 

territories, operations that garnered 

widespread international 

condemnation.(21)These operations 

included: 

4.1 The August 25, 1958 guerrilla 

operations in France: 

These operations were the result of a 

careful study of the situation and its 

consequences by the Coordination and 

Implementation Committee. The 

Committee then issued the order to the 

Federation for implementation. The 

Federation, in turn, summoned the 

officials of the provinces and major 

departments to a meeting in mid-July 

1958 in Cologne-Mulheim in 
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Germany.(22)Those present included 

Omar Boudaoud as head of the Federal 

Committee, Said Bouaziz as head of the 

Special Organization, Ali Haroun as 

head of Information, Training, and 

Defense of the Rights of Detainees, 

Kaddour El Adlani as head of 

Administrative and Political 

Organization, Abdelkrim Souissi as 

head of Administration and Finance, in 

addition to Moussa Kabayli as head of 

the First Province, Hamada Haddad as 

head of the Second Province, Amour 

Ghazali as head of the Third Province, 

Ismail Menna as head of the Fourth 

Province, and Bachir Boumaza as head 

of the lawyers' association formed by the 

National Liberation Front to support 

Algerians detained in French prisons. 

For a whole week, everyone discussed 

the possibility of opening a second front 

to confront France on its territory, after 

each state president presented his 

material and human capabilities. Tasks 

were distributed to the participants in an 

atmosphere of enthusiasm and desire for 

armed action, and a plan for operations 

was prepared during the night of August 

24-25, 1958, and zero hour was set as the 

date for the start of operations that 

spread throughout the French 

territory.(23) 

At midnight, several economic and 

military targets were attacked. These 

operations targeted oil refineries, oil 

depots, economic centers, weapons 

factories, and military installations. 

These attacks took place in numerous 

areas, including Marseille, Toulouse, 

Fronten, Grenoble, and Le Havre. Forest 

fires were also set in the Côte d'Azur 

region and near Martigues. In the 

Parisian suburbs, military installations 

were vandalized, and a fuel factory and 

depot in Évry and a police garage in 

Paris were burned. A cartridge factory in 

Vincennes was also targeted. In the 

suburbs adjacent to Marseille, fuel tanks 

were set ablaze, with flames reaching 

nearby administrative buildings. This 

forced police to evacuate entire 

neighborhoods.(24)The war manifested 

itself throughout France: in the streets of 

Paris, in the French countryside, around 

industrial centers, ports, and airports. 

The consequences were extremely 

serious, forcing the French government 

to mobilize police forces and enlist the 

army. All sensitive locations, such as 

railway junctions, major bridges, iron 

and steel plants, oil refineries, ports, 

dams, and transport hubs, were placed 

under direct military guard. Officially, 

80,000 soldiers, transferred from French 

army units stationed in Algeria, were 

assigned to this surveillance task. Police 

intensified their patrols, raids, and 

arrests, and a curfew was imposed on 

North African citizens, effective August 

25, 1958. The toll was as follows: 

between August 24 and September 27, 

56 acts of sabotage and 242 attacks 

against 181 targets were recorded, 

resulting in 82 deaths and 118 injuries on 

both sides.(25)Thousands of Algerians 

were imprisoned and detained. 

These operations continued until the 

Provisional Government instructed the 

Federation leadership to halt guerrilla 

operations in June 1960. However, 

members of the Federation did not 

completely cease military operations in 
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response to the armed attacks carried out 

by the extremist French Secret Army 

Organization (OAS) against the 

Algerian community in France, not to 

mention the repressive practices of the 

French police, which had a significant 

impact. In Algeria, these operations 

were warmly welcomed into the ranks of 

the National Liberation Army (ALN), 

providing a much-needed boost. In 

France, however, these operations 

dominated the media for a long period, 

prompting a concerted effort to prevent 

further deterioration of the situation(26) 

4.2Demonstrations of October 17, 

1961: 

These demonstrations fall within the 

strategy of the liberation revolution, 

which chose from the beginning to 

impose its presence on the Algerian 

reality through armed action, and in 

parallel to transferring that action to 

France, where the Federation of the 

National Liberation Front intensified its 

activity in this field, with a 

comprehensive mobilization of Algerian 

immigrants. The French government 

took a series of increasingly horrific 

measures of repression and torture, in 

addition to the announcement by the 

Paris police chief, Maurice Papon, that 

the fifth of October 1961 would be the 

beginning of imposing a curfew on 

Algerian immigrants from 5:30 pm until 

5 am, as well as prohibiting gatherings 

of more than three people.(27)Given that 

most of the National Liberation Front's 

activities in France take place at night, 

the Federation realized the extent of the 

danger and consequences of this 

decision after all the reports from the 

provinces agreed that the curfew would 

paralyze all the activities of the National 

Liberation Front. It was necessary for 

the Federal Committee to think carefully 

about the matter and take an organized 

and practical response, so it decided to 

organize peaceful demonstrations 

according to a three-day work program. 

On the first day, men and women 

demonstrate in the streets of Paris 

starting at 7 pm, accompanied by their 

children, demanding negotiations with 

the Provisional Government of the 

Algerian Republic. On the following 

day, women demonstrate to demand the 

release of their husbands and children, 

whom the Federation assumed would be 

arrested on the first day. On the third 

day, workers and merchants hold a 

general strike to express their solidarity 

with the demonstrators and their 

families.(28) 

The Algerian community responded to 

the call of the National Liberation Front 

(FLN) on the appointed date, and on 

October 17, more than thirty thousand 

demonstrators marched through the 

streets of Paris, chanting the slogan 

"Algeria is Algerian." However, 

Maurice Papon ordered the police, 

reinforced by an additional force of 

7,000 individuals, to thwart and 

suppress the peaceful demonstrations. 

Tear gas was used, batons were beaten, 

and live ammunition was fired 

indiscriminately. The city's alleys were 

filled with the bodies of demonstrators 

who were thrown, alive and dead, into 

the Seine River, whose waters ran red 

with the blood of the martyrs, whose 

number reached 327. Some were burned 



  
 

47 

Achouri Ahmed  

 
alive, and 120 others were thrown into 

the Mediterranean Sea during the 

deportation operation that affected 

approximately 1,500 Algerians. Seventy 

were hanged in the Bois de Boulogne-

Vinson, and forty were killed in cold 

blood at the bus station in the 

municipality of Clichy. And Nanterre, 

not to mention the thousands of 

wounded and arrested. Nevertheless, the 

demonstrations of October 17, 1961 

achieved a victory, as they contributed to 

accelerating the pace of negotiations 

between the Provisional Government of 

the Algerian Republic and colonial 

France, and they also had a positive 

global impact that exceeded all 

expectations.(29) 

4.3 The November 1, 1961 Strike: 

The National Liberation Front (FLN) 

Federation in France ordered its 

detainees and prisoners to go on a 

hunger strike, coinciding with a United 

Nations General Assembly meeting. 

This historic strike lasted twenty days 

and resonated throughout the UN. The 

General Assembly changed its agenda 

item to discuss the "situation of Algerian 

prisoners in France," prompting the 

French delegation, headed by Pierre-

August, to leave after expressing its 

displeasure. The UN called on France to 

recognize the rights of the Algerian 

detainees and urged it to find a political 

solution to the conflict with the FLN 

through direct negotiations. The strike 

achieved remarkable results, leading to a 

clear improvement in the conditions of 

Algerian detainees.(30)The Committee 

of Prisoners' Representatives played a 

crucial role in its success by fully 

managing it in every prison or detention 

center. For its part, the Federation 

coordinated between the various 

detention sites, organizing international 

support through the Provisional 

Government of the Algerian Republic, 

which significantly contributed to the 

success of this international support. 

5. CONCLUSION 

In this way, the Algerian community, 

within the framework of the National 

Liberation Front Federation in France, 

contributed to organizing and 

mobilizing the Algerian immigrant 

public to serve their national cause and 

to destabilize the French government in 

its own backyard, thanks to the tight 

coordination and continuous 

consultation of the wise leadership of the 

revolution, which supported it with 

sound decisions and ideas through 

which it was able to gain sympathizers 

and supporters for the Algerian 

liberation revolution from different 

nationalities, especially European ones. 

This made the federation able to control 

the management of its affairs firmly and 

steadily thanks to the harmony 

prevailing among its members, the 

awareness and belief in the national 

cause, and its embrace by the Algerian 

community in France, until the 

achievement of national independence 

and the liberation of the Algerian people 

from the brutal French colonialism. 
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