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A Study of narrative quality in deaf children with cochlear implants
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Abstract:

Given narration is one of the most complex manifestations of
linguistic development, the current study aimed to conduct an in-
depth analysis of the narrative quality among deaf children who
benefited from cochlear implant. The sample consisted of 9 children
aged between 7 and 9 years. The study was conducted through a
desciptive case study using the Frog, where are you? test (Mercer
Mayer 1969). The results were analyzed using the test scoring grid
along with the narrative discourse analysis grid developed by (H.
Nouani) to analyze linguistic levels. The results showed the presence
of phonological, syntactic errors, omissions, repetition, neologisms,
as well as thematic disorganization at the pragmatic level, along with
the absence of intonational cues. This indicates an imbalance in
coherence and cohesion due to limited acquisition of linguistic
representations, which generally affects the informational aspect and
communication process. The study recommended the importance of
focusing on narrative abilities throughout the habilitation process,
taking into account that narration should not be viewed as a
linguistic process only, but rather there is an implicit cognitive
controller involved, which must be taken into account.

Keywords: narrative, deafness, story structure, language levels,

cochlear implant.
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