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The Rhetoric of Persuasion in the Title of Al-Gharib Al-Musannaf
by ibn Sallam (d. 244 AH) - A Rhetorical Approach-
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Abstract: This research paper aims to explore the persuasive and influential
function carried out by the title of the dictionary Al-Gharib Al-Musannaf by Abu
Ubaid al-Qasim ibn Sallam (d. 244 AH), which is considered one of the earliest
thematic Arabic dictionaries. This dictionary organizes obscure Arabic words
thematically, meaning according to closely related meanings, based on specific
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conceptual fields. The motivation for compiling this type of dictionary was
fundamentally rhetorical, as evidenced by the linguistic structure of its title’s
vocabulary, which reveals the author's rhetorical and communicative objectives
behind the compilation. Therefore, this study attempts to uncover the rhetorical
mechanisms employed by Abu Ubaid al-Qasim ibn Sallam (d. 224 AH) in crafting the
title of his dictionary, by addressing the following question: What are the most
prominent persuasive and influential rhetorical means employed in the title of Al-
Gharib Al-Musannaf?

Keywords: Rhetoric; Title; Al-Gharib Al-Musannaf; Persuasion.
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