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Emotional argumentation in political discourse: A pragmatic
approach to pathos in two models of Arab Spring discourses.
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Abstract: Political discourse is classified as argumentative communication based
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on the comprehensive concept of argumentation, which is open to everything that
contributes to subjugating the addressee. However, the dominance of emotional
influence in political discourse prompts a reconsideration of it from the perspective of
the boundaries between persuasion and subjugation.

Based on this, this scientific paper sought to demonstrate the centrality of the pathos
and its influential structure through two contemporary discourses that provoke
contemplation and analysis of the violent aspect of coercion by mobilizing feelings of
awe and terror. The study concluded that political discourse aims to influence more
than to persuade, which prompts a reconsideration of the problem of describing it as
persuasive discourse, and from there to a larger problem related to the crisis of
communication in Arab political discourse.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach with a pragmatic-rhetorical
background in theory. It also takes a critical approach that primarily seeks to
contribute to the creation and rationalization of political communication.

Keywords: Political discourse; communication; argument; patos; influence;
intimidation.
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= Christian Le Bart, Le discours politique, Paris, PUF 1998 (Que sais-
je?).
= Patrick Charaudeau, "Le discours de manipulation entre persuasion
et influence sociale, Acte du colloque de Lyon".
(http://www.patrick-charaudeau.com/Le-discours-de-manipulation-
entre.html). consulté le 1 septembre 2023 sur le site.
= Patrick Charaudeau," Quand I’argumentation n’est que Visée
persuasive, L’exemple du discours politique", in Burger M. et Martel
G, Argumentation et communication dans les medias, Coll Langue
et pratiques discursives, Editions Nota Bene, Québec 2005.
= Philippe Braud, "L'expression émotionnelle dans le discours
politique", Recherches en Communication, n° 41 /2014.
= Ruth Amossy et Roselyne Koren, "Argumentation et discours
politique", Mots. Les langages du politique, N° 94 novembre 2010.
=Teun A. van Dijk, "What is Political Discourse Analysis?", In

Political Linguistics, Edited by Jan Blommaert and Chris Bulcaen,
Belgian Journal of Linguistics, Volume 11 Issue 1, Jan 1997.
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