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The Aesthetics of Narrative in the Holy Qur’an and the Prophetic
Hadith: An Analytical Study of Structure, Function, and Meaning
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Abstract: This study explores the aesthetics of narrative in the Holy Qur’an and the
Prophetic Hadith through a structural, semantic, and functional analysis that reveals
the artistic and rhetorical features of Islamic religious discourse. The research traces
narrative components such as event, character, time, space, and style, emphasizing
their interrelation in shaping a purposeful discourse that blends beauty with message
delivery. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology, supported by tools
from modern narratology, to unveil the narrative function within sacred texts.
Findings indicate that narrative in both the Qur’an and Hadith transcends mere
informative function, generating profound theological, ethical, and educational
meanings. The narrative technique makes deliberate use of artistic devices such as
omission, repetition, shift in pronouns, and suspense. The study highlights how the
integration between structure and function creates a narrative with unique
epistemological, spiritual, and aesthetic depth.

Keywords: Qur’anic narrative, Prophetic narrative, narrative aesthetics, meaning,
structure, function.
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