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The West and the East, or the Game of Symmetrical Mirrors in
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Abstract: We will attempt to start building our vision for this research topic from
the following premise: any discussion about the mega-identities—namely, the East
and the West—is fraught with difficulties and pitfalls. This is due to the fact that both
concepts have undergone a process of intellectual exhaustion, transforming into
ideological constructs that have been utilized within the framework referred to in
political literature as the clash of civilizations and the struggle of identities. After
reading a number of Arab intellectual works, we have come to the conclusion that the
mechanisms that the West relied on in producing its reductionist view of the East are
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to some extent the same mechanisms that the East employed in constructing its
perceptions of the Christian and Jewish West

Keywords: East; West ; Colonialism ; The Other.
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