266—251:0a e 2025 / il 1221/ 20kl ithdl)

dad ‘;5 AN 4389 Jik) S G Al
SIS leal "epiadl JE o )i

The Exile through the Narrator's Eye: The Child and the
Centrality of the Icon in the Story «The Land of the Sad Oranges»
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Abstract: This study aims to investigate the experience of exile and its psychological
effects on the stability of Palestinian children in the story «The Land of the Sad
Oranges» by the Palestinian writer Ghassan KANAFANI. The writer portrays the
anxieties of pain and helplessness faced by children after losing their safety, which
deepened by the non-resistance of their parents' generation to the authority's arbitrary
decision. This created a division in the language of communication within Palestinian

syl Calgall *
251


mailto:n.bounechada@ens-setif

oLy s ol JB oyl daad B LAY BySey (ool I s el

families, as exile became a psychological confrontation between the homeland — the
origin of truth and reference — and the unfamiliar and foggy place. The author attributes
this narrative description to the «child» witness, who beheld and documented the
suffering of his family in different places, thus generating narrative expressions
resulting from an awareness of the unspoken and making it a realistic horizon in its
political and social contexts. The narrator's voice merges with that of the author as they
seek an alternative to belonging through documenting the situation.
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