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Abstract: The phenomenon of cannibalism is a frequent motif in the Qatari folk tale,
because of its narrative capabilities that are based on attracting the recipient by
inducing feelings of fear in him, and within this motif there are three basic elements:
the eater, the eater, and the cook, but there are several other elements. associated with
it; Such as the inattentive eater, the stalker eater, the stigma, and the societal stigma.
This motif represented the centrality of the tales sometimes, while it was present at
other times to lower degrees, and this motif comes as a middle event as the tale does
not begin or end with it. This motif intersected with its counterparts in Arab popular
culture on the one hand, and research on it reveals its presence in international folk
tales on the other. Eating human flesh has appeared in real and miraculous tales, that
is, it is an act attributed to humans and the jinn alike, but this phenomenon requires
that all parties be human, so this study has been limited to stories in which the eater
and the eaten are human, The tales in question are: Hadid Hadiduh, Surur (in two
copies), Laibah al-Sabr, Tuwaisa al-Sabr, and Nassif.

Keywords: Cannibalism ; Narration ; Folktale ; Cultural criticism ; Modern
criticism ; Qatari literatur.
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