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Abstract:

The research paper aims to study the role of cultural festivals in promoting tourism, focusing on
Imedghassen International Film Festival in the tourism promotion of Batna Province. This festival is
considered one of the newly established festivals in Batna. The study adopts a descriptive approach by
addressing related concepts such as tourism promotion, its functions, importance, and objectives, in
addition to exploring tourism festivals, their types, goals and results based on interviews conducted with
the festival's director and an official from the province's Directorate of Tourism. The study concluded
that, despite some challenges faced by the festival, such as insufficient promotion prior to its launch and
a limited supporting budget, it contributed to improve the province's image and raising awareness about
it. It also led to an annual increase in the number of participants and visitors to the festival, a rise in
number of tourists from various parts of world, and an increase in hotel occupancy rates during the
festival period. Furthermore, successful festival outcomes will boost investments in the tourism sector in
Batna. The study recommended providing a detailed and comprehensive tourism program during the
festival period and distributing brochures and to all participants, highlighting the province's main tourist
attractions to further promote them.

Keywords: Tourism promotion. Tourism promotional mix. Imedghassen Film Festival. Tourism festivals.
Festival tourism.
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