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Résumé de l'article :

L'article traite le sujet de l'utilisation des principes de la
philosophie grecque par 1’école Mu atazilite, pour défendre ses
croyances et ses idées. A savoir, cette école rationnelle bien
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connue, est la premiere école islamique a avoir ouvert la porte aux
discussions concernant les idées doctrinales suivant une dialectique
logique, du fait qu’elle ne se contentait plus de la tradition
transmise pour l'interprétation des versets qui touchent des sujets
doctrinaux sensibles tels que les attributs et les actions de Dieu.
C’est en fait, ce qui a poussé cette école a avoir recours a « al-
kalam », qui a été décrite autant que science strictement islamique,
mais certains chercheurs ont attribué l'origine de cette science a la
méthodologie dialectique grecque. En effet, les Mu atazilites ont
utilisé cette méthodologie dans leur approche rationnelle des sujets
doctrinaux plus que les autres écoles de pensée de leur époque ; au
point d’étre nommés « les dialecticiens », par conviction a ce que la
confrontation d'autres courants intellectuels exige la pratique de la
méthodologie dialectique, en particulier avec les doctrines
intellectuelles non islamiques, qui ne reconnaissent la sacralité des
textes religieux. Ce qui a rendu [lutilisation de la logique
dialectique grecque une nécessité surtout devant la tendance
matérialiste de leur époque qui réfutait I’existence de Dieu, de la
création, et de la vie de 1’au-dela. Il faut noter que c’est grace a
cette école que la rationalité a été introduite a la pensée islamique.
Mots clés: Les Mu’atazilites Les Ash’arites Al-kalam La
philosophie grecque Le matérialisme
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«The term of Kaldm, which literally means “speech” or “word”, is used in Arabic

translations of the works of Greek philosophers as a rendering of the term “logos” in its
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various senses of “word”, “reason” and “argument”. The term “Kalim”is also used in
those Arabic translations from the Greek in the Greek in the sense of any special branch
of learning, and the plural participle “Mutakallimun” “singular: Mutakallini’, is used as a
designation of the masters or exponents of any special branch of learning...the Greek
term for “theologians = (980/10]21'0!” is translated by “masters of the divine Ka/dm”and
“al-Mutakallimun fi al-ildhiyydr”. In this sense the terms “Kaldm” and “Mutakallimun”
came to be used, probably, under the influence of these Arabic translations from the

Greek, also by original Arabic writers».
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«Les lois rationnelles ( agliyya) étaient les principes moraux et juridiques dérivés

de la fitra, ou la raison innée," notion proche de la raison naturelle”, des Stoiciens. La
raison innée comportait deux aspects : d'une part, intuitif (darurj), pour les principes
logiques, et, d'autre part, démonstratif (burhani, iktisab)), pour les principes
métaphysiques, tels que I'existence et les attributs de Dieu. En revanche, les données
traditionnelles (samiyyar), telle que la législation religieuse, la prophétologie et
I'eschatologie, dérivaient en premier lieu d’'une révélation surnaturelle, ignorée a priori
par la raison, méme si celle-ci pouvait la corroborer dans un second temps par des

arguments apologétiques ».
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« It confuses the problem of the incorporeality of God with the problem of the

unity of God and hence confuses also the problem of anthro-pomorphism with the
problem of the reality of attributes. But these two problems are independent of each
other. There were those in Islam who behaved in attributes and still interpreted the
attributes in a nonliteral sense. A mere denial of the literalness of anthropomorphic

expressions would therefore not lead to a denial of the reality of attributes ».
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«Undoubtedly, philosophic knowledge was transmitted orally to Muslim
theologians even before philosophic works were translated, and it continued to be
transmitted orally even after the work of translation had begun, as all this may be seen
from the appearance of philosophic terms and phrases and apothegms and excerpts in
the reports of the Muslim teachers of the eighth century. This new philosophic
knowledge in its earliest appearance in the eighth century, and even for some time
afterwards, was not as yet differentiated according to the various opposing schools of

Greek philosophy to which it belonged ».
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«Les arguments accumulés par Wolfson portent peu, les textes ot il pense

trouver des preuves d’ordre soit historique, soit sémantique, sont disparates et surtout
sont éloignés de la période qu'il considére »
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« The problem of divine attributes in the Ka/am has a two-fold aspect, - an

ontological and a semantic aspect. A third aspect, a logical one, was introduced later by

those who are called "Philosophers,” as distinguished from those known as

Mutakallimun ».
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«A contemporary of Wassil-ibn-Ata (700-748), however, Jahm ibn Safwan

(696/746), is reported to have expressed himself in a way which implies that he was

conscious of the semantic aspect of the problem and attempted to solve it. Jahm is not

included among the Mu'tazilites and, though on some problems he is at one with them,
on others he differs with them ».
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«Muslims, having by that time raised their own problem of attributes to a logical

problem of universals and predication, began to apply the same method of logical

reasoning in their arguments against the Trinity, bolstering up their contentions by

quotations from the logical writings of Aristotle ».
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« Turning again to the Muslim, the Christian asks him whether he has any

objection to the view that life, knowledge, and power, as properties of God, are real

things inseparable from the essence of God. After some deliberation; the Muslim answers

that there is nothing in the Koran which could be taken to mean opposition to such a

view and consequently he is willing to agree with the people of right belief among the
Christians that life, knowledge and power as properties of God are real things ».
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«In pre-Islamic Arabia some elements seem to have related to time (Da#y) as fate,
an underlying force directing human and naturel destiny. It was conceived as a power
existing eternally and responsible for the happiness or agony. Thus the Qur'an refers to
those who "Say...nothing but time can destroy us" (45/24) [...] later there were various
groups of radical thinkers, often only vaguely defend and known primary from polemic
references, who asserted "the eternity of the course of time". Accordingly, because they
denied both Creation and Judgment, the beginning and the end of time, they were
considered atheists. The term Dafiriyya, therefore, come to encompass broad spectrum
of dissenters advocating some form of atheism or hedonistic materialism ».
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