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Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the philosophy of the French Enlightenment during
the 18th century, one of the most significant intellectual milestones in modern human
history; it laid the foundations for major concepts such as rationalism, liberty, equality and
universal human rights, and marked a conceptual break with despotism and theocracy.
However, when this very intellectual system came into contact with the non-European
world, it underwent a conceptual shift and a fundamental contradiction; ‘the universality of
reason’ transformed from a tool for human liberation into a framework for establishing
hierarchies among peoples.

Keywords: France; the philosophy of lights; Europe; colonial movement; Montesquieu and
Rousseau.
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