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The Allegorical Exegetical Method of Philo of Alexandria: Foundations, Purposes, and
Applied Forms.
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Abstract:

Philoe is distinguished by his allegorical interpretation of Jewish biblical texts. He is
considered an extension of the Alexandrian school, where allegorical interpretation was
widespread, if not one of its most prominent figures. This approach was also prominent
among the Greeks in their interpretation of Greek stories and myths, whether found in
Homer's Iliad or elsewhere. Philo's allegorical interpretation has both premises and aims. As
for the aims, his method sought to reconcile philosophy and religion and to adapt religious
texts to philosophical thought. Another aim was to strive for the absolute transcendence of
God, based on his belief in negative theology. The premises of Philo's allegorical method
are based on Platonic Forms and on the intellectual framework Philo adopted, influenced by
various philosophical schools and doctrines. Philo applied his allegorical method to most
Jewish religious texts, whether related to theology, the creation story, prophecies, or other
topics.

Keywords: Philo; allegorical interpretation; allegorical method; theory of archetypes;
theology; ethics; applied models.
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-edouard heriot, philon le juif essai sur lecole juive, d’alexandrie, librerie hachette et

Cle ,paris, 1898

-Commentaire allégorique des saintes lois aprés loeuvre des six jours, I’'unité de dieu,
philon, traduit par emille brehier , librairie alphonse picard et fils, paris, 19009.

-Les nouvelles hypotheéses sur les origines du christianisme enquete sur les recherche
-La doctrine du logos chez philon d’alexandrie, henry soulier,lediteur imprimerie vincent
bona, turin-italie , 1876.

-Les oeuvres de philon juif , philon, translittées de grec en francais, par piérre bellier
limprimerie de charles chappellain, paris,1611.

-La sainte bible, traduction de I’ancien testament d’apres les sepante et du nouveau
testament d’apres les textes grec ,librairie ve, par p. Giguet , poussielgue et fils , paris,
1865.

-La sainte bible polyglotte, contenant le texte hébreu original , le texte grec des
septante le texte latin de la vulgate et de la traduction francaise de m.I’abré glaire
avec les différence de I’hébreu des septante et de la vulgate f.vigouroux. Ancien
testament, a. Roger et f. Chernoviz librairie éditeurs, paris, 1902
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