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Abstract:

This article addresses an epistemological problematic deeply embedded in the core of
contemporary linguistic studies, pertaining to the trajectories of reception, transmission, and
translation of Saussurean thought within the Arab academic sphere, and the complex textual
and interpretive ambiguities that have pervaded these trajectories — ambiguities that have
ultimately consolidated a distorted image of this intellectual framework, one that has since
circulated within research communities as an unquestioned epistemic certainty. The critical
project of Mukhtar Zawawy, centered on the re-reading of Saussure, has found in this
endeavor a foundational point of departure for confronting these problematics, insofar as

this approach rests upon a set of rigorous methodological prerequisites that restore scholarly
authority to the authentic Saussurean manuscripts while systematically dismantling the
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received assumptions entrenched by closed structuralist readings. The central problematic of
this article revolves around the following fundamental inquiry: To what extent have the
problematics of textual mediation and the deficiency of philological and interpretive
competence contributed to the distortion of Saussurean thought from its founding origins
within the Arab academic space? And does Mukhtar Zawawy's critical re-reading of the
Saussurean corpus — encompassing as it does a profound interrogation of the mechanisms
of reception and a deconstruction of accumulated interpretive heritage — constitute a
foundational entry point capable of constructing a renewed Arab linguistic consciousness
that transcends the mere consumption of the Western paradigm toward its critical
interrogation and the production of an independent and rigorous epistemological stance?
Keywords: Textual Mediation, Philological Competence, Terminological Apparatus, Pre-
Saussurean, Arab Linguistic Consciousness , Epistemological Renewal.
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