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Abstract:

In his essay, The Art of the Novel, Henry James discusses the similarities between
literature and visual art. He believes that the only reason for the existence of the novel is its
attempt to represent life, and when it abandons this attempt, it reaches a very strange path.
In his essay, he also reviews many issues related to the nature of the novel, its pillars, its
functions, and the extent of its ability to bring about the desired change. Perhaps the most
important issues that attracted attention are the issue of form and content. Then he addressed
issues related to the methods of writing novels and innovation, and in every corner of his
essay he returned from time to time to the most prominent function of the novel, which is to

depict life.
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