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Abstract:

A discerning scholar who delves into al-Jahiz’s intellectual heritage cannot but be
struck by the remarkable achievements of this extraordinary figure in the domain of
linguistic inquiry—achievements that, when set beside the foundations of modern
linguistics and its derivative fields such as applied, social, and psychological linguistics,

attest to his profound insight and intellectual originality.

Despite the absence of the systematic structure and rigorous specialization
characteristic of modern scholarly research—manifested in the lack of classification and
organization that left his ideas and arguments scattered and unsystematized—the passage of
time, together with the abundance of material dispersed throughout his writings, has
elevated al-Jahiz to a preeminent rank among his peers. Indeed, few writers, whether of his
time or after him, can be said to equal or even approximate his distinctive style. Through his
corpus, al-Jahiz has woven a unique intellectual fabric within Arabic culture, a distinction

acknowledged alike by his admirers and his critics.
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A distinction acknowledged alike by both his admirers and his critics within
Arab culture. Moreover, the encyclopedic character of his age is vividly reflected in his
intellectual formation and authorship; he was at once a rhetorician, a linguist, a man of
letters, a thinker, a critic, and a social observer deeply acquainted with the complexities and
fluctuations of human nature. He further fused all that he had absorbed into a coherent and
well-constructed edifice, founded upon a scientific methodology uniquely his own—one
that he established on the principle of diversity and multiplicity within an overarching unity
and harmony.
Keywords: Al- jahiz, his contributions, the Arabic linguistic achievement .
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