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Abstract:

This study highlights the strategic importance of the Algerian textbook as a pedagogical
and cultural medium entrusted with engineering the consciousness of young generations and
shaping their civilized identity, With the contemporary shift toward "iconic hegemony,"
images are no longer mere decorative tools; rather, they have become a structural composite
carrying hidden ideological discourses that directly address the child's subconscious, in line
with Roland Barthes' theories, Within this framework, the question of national identity in
Algeria carries immense sensitivity resulting from its revolutionary legacy against colonial
attempts of cultural erasure. Accordingly, the History and

Civic Education textbook for the fourth year of primary school serves as one of the

most critical platforms for instilling values of citizenship and belonging during a critical
developmental age, Thus, this semiological study is established to deconstruct the visual
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codes and representations embedded within the illustrations and maps of this textbook,
aiming to explore the semantic strategy employed to construct the image of the homeland in
the learner's imagination and root their authentic principles.

Keywords: Visual representations, National identity, Textbook, Semiotics, Primary
education, Educational image.
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